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Pictured on this month's issue of Auto Call are Howard 
Dotson, KF4BCU (on the right) and Ace Jansen, NSAHA 


(left). In the photo, Howard, who is Vice-President for the 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club, is thanking Ace for 
speaking to the club about "County Hunting". They are 
holding Ace's USA-CA award sponsored by CQ magazine 
for contacting all 3,076 USA counties. 
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By Jack Kelleher 
WA4ZC 


FCC DELAYS NEW RFEXPOSURE RULES 


ARRL Bulletin 102, December 24, 1996 reads 
as follows: 


“Just in time for Christmas, the FCC has 
postponed the date for hams to comply with the 
new RF-exposure regulations from January 1, 
1997, to January 1, 1998. The ARRL was among 
those requesting the delay. The League said that 
the additional time was needed for the FCC to draft 
implementation guidelines and for amateurs to use 
them to comply with the regulations (released on 
August 1, 1996 as ET Docket 93-62). 


FCC Report No. DC 96-112 announced the 
amendment of the rules to extend the transition 
period for licensees to determine compliance with 
the new bioeffects requirements for RF 
transmitters. The League obtained a copy of the 


report just before noon on Christmas Eve. 


The time extension to January 1, 1998, will 


allow changes to Amateur Radio operator 
examinations to be made along with routine 
ie revisions between now and July 1, 1998, rather than 
requiring hurried special revisions. Among the 
reasons for requesting the extension was the desire 
to permit licensees to make a more orderly entrance 
into this new area, to allow time for information to 
be promulgated to hams to ensure that they have 


MAU TOLSCALL 


the information at their disposal to comply with 
the new rules, and to allow time for appropriate 
questions to be inserted into the question pools for 
the various amateur license exams. 


In Report No. DC 96-112, the FCC said it 
disagreed with those petitioners who suggested that 
the time extension ‘’will have significant adverse 
effects on public health.’’ The entire text of Report 
DC 96-112 may be found on the ARRLWeb at http:/ 
/www.atrl.org/fcc/dc96-112.html (or click on 
What’s New or RE Safety News). 


NTIA SAYS “MAYBE” TO NEW HF BANDS 


The possibility of expanded high frequency 
Amateur Radio allocations after the turn of the 
century is included in a December 13th document 
released by the National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration. 


Titled High Frequency Spectrum Planning 
Options by the N.T.I.A., the report lists up to nine 
hundred kilohertz of new or upgraded allocations 
that could be opened to Amateur Radio at a later 
date. Included is anew ham radio band from 4.945 
to 4.995 MHz. 


Changes or additions to existing bands include 
making 3.5 to 3.8 MHz an exclusive worldwide 
Amateur Radio allocation, rearranging 40 meters 
to cover 6.9 to 7.2 MHz, expanded worldwide 
primary allocations at 10.1 to10.35 and 14.000 to 
14.400 MHz. Also included are expanded bands 
at 18.068 to 18.318, 24.74 to 24,89, and 28 to 30 
MHz. 


But this will not be a free ride. This is because 
some of the expansions proposed are mutually 
exclusive for amateurs and broadcasters. This 
means that there is the probability that the two 
services will have to share on a non-interfering 
basis on 17, 20 and 30 meters. 


If you want to read the report, take your 
computer to “www.ntia.doc.gov” and use the 


search engine to find it. 


Continued next page 
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“ARRL AGAIN ASKS FOR PRIMARY 
ALLOCATION AT 2300-2305 MHz” 


Amateur Radio Newsline #1010, December 20, 
"96 says: “Recognizing the value of our UHF 
bands, the ARRL is once again asking the FCC to 
assign 2300 to 2305 MHz as a primary allocation 
to the Amateur Radio Service. This, in comments 
filed in response to the FCC’s plans to reallocate 
and auction off parts of the 2.3 GHz band for a 
new Wireless Communications Service. 


In its filing, the ARRL asks the Commission 
to create a primary amateur allocation in the 2300 
to 2305 MHz segment. It also wants the FCC to 
- maintain a secondary ham allocation in the 2305 
to 2310 MHz band. 


Under Docket 94-32 the League had already 
petitioned the FCC to upgrade the 2300 to 2305 
MHz band to primary status. Now, in its comments 
on General Docket 96-228 the ARRL suggests that 
the FCC upgrade the status as part of the current 
proceeding instead. 


All of this comes about because of Congress. 
Just prior to adjourning, the 104th Congress 
directed the FCC to reallocate 2305 to 2320 MHz 
and 2345 to 2360 MHz to wireless services. It 
also said to assign new licenses by competitive 
bidding by April 15 in order to help balance the 
budget. This action lead to the FCC issuing General 
Docket 96-228 and opened the door for the ARRL 
to file for the pro ham radio allocation change. 


ARRL’s WRC-99 Committee 
Supports HF CW Requirement 


This from ARRL Bulletin #100, December 20, 
‘1996. “The special committee created by the 
ARRL to study issues relating to the 1999 World 
Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-99) has 
recommended that the ARRL Board of Directors 
not support changing the treaty requirement for 
Morse code testing to operate below 30 MHz. The 
committee submitted its final report to the ARRL 
Board this week. 
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The committee report contains corinanaed | 
ARRL positions regarding possible changes. in a 


Article $25 of the international radio regulations. 


Consistent with the results of a survey of ARRL 
members, the committee recommended no change | 
in the existing treaty obligation that administrations 
test prospective amateur licensees on their Morse 
code ability before authorizing them to operate 
below 30 MHz. The committee did ene 4 
changes to Article $25 that eget! 


Flimintte the so-called ‘’banned countries” list 
Establish that providing communications in the 
event of natural disasters is a normal and desirable 
part of the international service provided by radio 
amateurs. Reduce restrictions on international 
communications on behalf of third parties. Aid in. 
the establishment of an ‘’International Amateur 
Permit.” ee 

The committee report also responded to the 
Board’s request that it study possible changes to 
the amateur licensing structure in the United States. 
The committee offered some proposals for change, 
but recommended that the Board take no action on 
this part of its report until the committee’s ' 
proposals are shared with the membership and there 
is an opportunity for member comment. 

The Board will consider the committee’s report. 
and recommendations at its next regular meeting, 
January 17-18, 1997. If the Board accepts the 
report, it will be available for public release. An 


_ article giving the results of the survey will appear | 


in February 1997 QST. i 
: Era eH CO a 
LEAGUE “HEARTILY SUPPORTS” FCC ~ . 
PROPOSAL TO EASE INTERNATIONAL ey 
OPERATING Ci a 


This appeared in the ARRL Letter dated 
December 20, 1996. In comments filed in response ” ! 
to an FCC proposal that would make it easier for | 
visiting foreign hams to temporarily operate in the 
US, the ARRL said it “heartily supports” the plan, ; 
but suggested some changes. Earlier this year, the Et) 


Continued next page: a 
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Ae FCC proposed aiendiag the Ae tour Radio rules 

| to make it easier for hams holding a European 

Conference of Postal and Telecommunications 

_ Administrations (CEPT) radio-amateur license or 

an International Amateur Radio Permit (ARP) 

from certain countries in the Americas to operate 
during short visits to the US. 


If finally approved, hams would be able to 
operate for short periods in participating countries 
without first obtaining another license or permit 
from the host country. The arrangement would 
make it easier for US hams to operate stations 
temporarily in several countries in Europe, Central 

_and South America. Likewise, hams from those 
countries would be allowed to operate stations in 
places where the FCC regulates ham radio. 


The principal change recommended by the 
ARRL involved the length of time CEPT or IARP 
holders would be allowed to operate in the US. 
The FCC had proposed extending operating 
authority for “up to 180 days within the preceding 
five years [sic].” 


In its comments, the League called the 
limitation “unnecessarily restrictive,” and 
suggested a CEPT license or an IARP “be valid 

_ for use by the holder for a period up to one year” 

_ from the date of arrival in the US but not beyond 
the expiration date of the ham license issued by 
the visitor’s home country. 


The two classes of CEPT licenses would 
correspond either to Amateur Extra or Technician 
class. Resident aliens or US citizens could not 

operate in the US. under a CEPT license or IARP. 
_ In 1995, the ARRL petitioned the FCC to 
- implement the CITEL/Amateur Convention. 


The League also asked the Commission to 
- acknowledge arrangements to be made between 
_ the ARRL and the Department of State to issue 
- IARP. documents to US citizens for use in other 
# CIT EL countries. The FCC also has asked the State 
b Department to apply for participation in the CEPT 


12/20/96) 
February 1997 


Agreement as anon-CEPT country. ee Letter 
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ANTENNAS VS LOCAL ORDINANCES 


A friend of ours (Jim Harding, K3DRJ, La 
Plata, MD) contributes the following: “Some 
friends and I were sitting around discussing this 
subject and one told the story of a man that had a 
TV antenna located in his attic. The neighborhood 
association got wind of this and was able to force 
him to remove it. Something about a blanket 
statement stating no antennas to be installed, (not 
stating outside the house). ,,,, 


I personally find this hard to believe, but on 
the other hand there are some strange writings in 
some covenants/restrictions. When I shopped for 
a new home, I only looked in older developments 
that didn’t have restricting covenants.” 


Thanks, Jim, and a Happy New Year to you. 
70 CM BAND LOSS IN GUATEMALA 


Hams have lost out to commercial users of the 
70 cm band in Guatemala and the cost could be 
interference to ham radio satellite operations world 
wide. This is because Guatemala now intends to 
put commercial operations across the band. 
Commercial signals that will probably include the 
70 centimeter satellite subband. 


Manfred Kolbe, TG9IKE, reports via the Amsat 
News Service that on Monday, November 18, 1996, 
the Diario de Centro America published the new 
law regulating all telecommunications in 
Guatemala. Part of the law removes ham radio 
access from all frequencies above 146 Mz except 
for tiny slivers in the gigahertz region. 


The new law was created by a commission 
from the state owned telecommunications company 
GUATEL, which consulted the Radio Club of 
Guatemala about the project. The commission was 
quite astonished to learn that ham operators operate 
some 20 satellites for global communications. Even 


_more so when Guatemalan hams supplied a list of 


amateur satellites with operating frequencies and 


Continued on page 13 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swafford, 
W4HU 


MCNAMARA TO LEAVE FCC 


FCC Private Wireless Division Chief Robert 
McNamara, NIKHF, says he’s leaving the FCC 
December 13 to take a position with Nextel 
Communications Inc, a major telecommunications 
service supplier. “I certainly am sad to go,” said 
McNamara, who called his colleagues “a great 
group of people to work with.” 


A Massachusetts native, McNamara, 51, said 
he was taking advantage of an “opportunity that 
came along.” He’ll work in the office of Nextel’s 
general counsel. “It’s been an interesting tenure,” 
he remarked of his 21 years at the FCC. He’s been 
in his present position for the past two years. 
Before that, he headed the Private Wireless 
Division’s predecessor, the Special Services 
Division within the former Private Radio Bureau— 
now the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. 


Deputy Private Wireless Division Chief David | 


Horowitz will become acting chief of the Private 
Wireless Division upon McNamara’s departure. 


The Private Wireless Division is the part of the 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau that 
regulates Amateur Radio as well as matters 
concerning public safety, industrial, transportation 
and other private radio services, aviation, marine, 
IVDS, broadcast auxiliary service, personal radio 
services, point-to-point microwave, antenna tower 
clearance, and the radio operator examination 
program. 
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McNamara said that ham radio enjoys a lot of 


respect and recognition at the FCC, but he also 
suggested that hams keep up on spectrum issues 
in the future. “Spectrum is the key issue, something 
the amateur community should pay close attention 
to,” he said. But McNamara said he does not expect 
a repeat performance of the move by the 104th 
Congress that ordered the FCC to reallocate 2305 
to 2320 MHz and 2345 to 2360 MHz and auction 
it off to wireless services by: April 15 in order to 


help balance the budget. “I’dbe surprised if there’s - 


a lot of that in the future,” he said: 


McNamara also said he thinks the vanity call — 


sign program has been successful despite a few 
glitches. He said the FCC tried to be responsive to 
hams and do “what ue amateur bone and 
the League agreed on.’ 


ARRL Executive: Wide Prestdenaiaemes 
Sumner, K1ZZ, said the League is disappointed to 
see McNamara leave the FCC. “Ever since Ralph 


$ 


Haller (N4RH) left the FCC,;Bob McNamara has 


been our primary contact on policy matters,” he 


said. “We’re sorry the FCC is losing him.” Sumner | | 


and ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, 
met with McNamara, Horowitz and Wireless 


Telecommunications Bureau Chief Michelle — 


Farquhar December 11; and they took the a 


opportunity to wish McNamara well. 


MeNetiore: attended he ARRL National 4 


Convention in Peoria earlier this year and r met with — 


ARRL Board :imembers there. 


MULTIPLE CLUB STATION CALL SIGNS AUL 
LEGAL 


SEER hk 


The assignment of multiple club station call : 
signs to the same clubs—some of which may exist Mi . 
only on paper—is perfectly legal according toa 


staff member in the FCC’s Private Wireless — 


Division. However, the practice—which has 


become more prevalent and obvious during the } 
issuance of Gate 2 vanity call signs in November— _ 
has raised the hackles‘of some hams. A California — 
ham wrote the ARRL expressing his concern that i 
the multiple applications were “clearly in violation 7" 


‘ “Febraneyiaan 7 


. of the spirit” of the vanity call sign program, and a 
»-New York ham asserted that “club calls should be 


_ for real clubs, not imaginary ones.” Both hams 


- decried the issuance of 233 club station call signs 


- issued to members of one family in California. 


The FCC spokesman said, however, that there’s 


~ nothing in the current regulations to prevent any 
- club from holding several different call signs, nor 


- © is there anything to prevent the trustee of those 


licenses from taking advantage of the vanity call 
sign program—provided the trustee is willing to 


‘put up the $30 per application. 


fis AEA FINDS BUYERS FOR ITS PRODUCT 


LINES 


Advanced Electronic Applications Inc is being 
sold—piecemeal. AEA Chairman Mike Lamb, 


» N7ML, announced December 10 that AEA will sell 
~ each of its three product lines (data products, test 


‘-analyzers and antennas) to three separate buyers. 
Letters of intent are in place and agreements are in 
~ the drafting stage, according to Lamb, who already 
~ had laid off most of the staff at the company’s 


‘Lynnwood, Washington, headquarters earlier this 
- fall. 


As of late November, AEA was just barely in 
business, and telephone callers were being told to 
contact ARRL “in about a month” for information 


regarding service arrangements. 


The ARRL was not aware that it would be listed 
by AEA as a contact point, and those seeking 


customer service should not contact the ARRL to 


request it. The League cannot help AEA customers 


with service or technical problems. 


SOLAR FLURRIES 


Solar seer Tad Cook, KT7H, in Seattle, 


- Washington, reports: Solar flux has still been 
- moving off the recent flurry of activity caused by 
_ region 7999. More activity wasn’t expected until 
— this region returned and solar flux rose after 


_ December 17, but it looks as if we are seeing 


February 1997 


- increased activity a bit early as the flux rises in the 
~ past couple of days. Average sunspot numbers 


al 
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were down about 8 points compared to last week, 
solar flux was down over 11 points, and the average 
A index was up about 1.7 points. 


The projection from the NOAA Space 
Environment Center a few days ago says the flux 
should rise again and peak around 94 right around 
Christmas, and geomagnetic conditions are 
expected to remain quiet. 


ARRL COLVIN GRANT TO HEARD ISLAND 
DXPEDITION 


The ARRL Colvin Award Grants Committee 
has authorized a grant of $5000 to the 1997 Heard 
Island DXpedition. The DXpedition team, 
operating as VKOIJR, hopes to activate this rarely 
visited, remote location during January and 
February 1997. Heard Island, a territory of 
Australia, is located in the South Indian Ocean. 
The team says its activities will involve natural 
science research (specifically, a study of 
cryptofauna) as well as ham radio operations and 
“radio science.” The cost of the entire expedition 
has been estimated at $320,000. 


The DXpedition will cover five weeks in 
January and February. The team is scheduled to 
depart Reunion Island on January 3, 1997, and 
return on February 5. Approximately two weeks 
will be spent on Heard Island, and brief visits to 
Crozet and Kerguelen Islands also are planned. A 
team of 20 hams, supported by about a dozen 
others, has been assembled for the expedition. 


The Colvin Award is conferred by the League 
in the form of grants in support of Amateur Radio 
projects that promote international goodwill in the 
field of DX. It is funded by income from an 
endowment established by the late Lloyd Colvin, 
W6KG. | 


IN BRIEF 


*Vanity Update: The FCC in Gettysburg 
reports it received another 405 vanity call sign 


Continued on page 13 
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DX DX DX 


By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


XY@RR DXPEDITION UPDATE 


In 1991, the DXCC Desk at ARRL HQ 


accredited the X YORR operation that the operators 


claimed had taken place from Myanmar. That 
accreditation was based on evidence that the 
operators had made legal entry into the country 
and possessed operating permission from the 
government of Myanmar. Recently obtained 
information has called this evidence into question. 


An investigation has disclosed no record in 


Myanmar of the operators having entered the | 


country on the day and at the place shown in the 
XY@MRR documentation. Additional facts have 
come to light that do not support the claims made 
in that documentation. If the accreditation decision 
regarding XYM@RR were to be made today, the 
operation would not be accredited based presently 
available information. 


However, technical difficulties prevent removal 


of DXCC credits for this operation. DXCC 
participants whose credit for Myanmar is based 
on acontact with XYMRR are encouraged to make 
a replacement contact for their own personal 
satisfaction. Bill Kennamer, KSFUV, DXCC 
Program Manager. 


ARRL COLVIN GRANT TO HEARD ISLAND 
DXPEDITION 


The ARRL Colvin Award Grants Committee 
has authorized a grant of $5000 to the 1997 Heard 
Island DXpedition. The DXpedition team hopes 
to activate this rarely visited, remote location in 
- January 1997. 
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The Colvin Award i is cond Lbysthe Pea 


Radio Relay League in the form of grants in support 
of Amateur Radio projects that promote 
international goodwill in the field of DX. It is 
funded by income from an endowment established 
by the late Lloyd Colvin, W6KG. | 

The Heard Island grant is the second Colvin 
Award to be bestowed by the ARRL. The first was 
made earlier in 1996 to the organizers of the World 
Radiosport Team Championship. _ 


Par SRE 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS _ 


CQ WW 160 Meter CW Contest Jan 24-26 _ 


PACC Contest k “Feb 8-9, 507 

ARRL CW DX Contest | - Feb 15- 16 “ 

CQ WW 160 Meter SSB Contest Feb 21- 23 wie 

ARRL Phone DX Contest March 122/00 
TIDBITS 


Several updates have been ey to the a 
prefix system. fie 


England : 


G, GX, M, MX, 2Er i 
GD, GT, MD, MT, 2D (Isle of Man (i sur? 
GI, GN, MI, MN, 21. ~ ‘Northern Ireland» > 
GJ, GH, MJ, MH, 2J Jersey 
GM, GS, MM, MS, 2M. _ Scotland 
GU, GP, MU, MP; 2U Guernsey 

Wales 


GW, GC, MW, MC, 2W > 


GB are special event callsigns and are mostly 


in England but.can.be. in.any.of.the.above-listed. 
areas. 


The recent DXpedition to Myanmar, XZIN i is 


over and they made over 23,000 QSO’s, however, ra 
very few were with stations in North America. Only ae 
15% of their QSO,s were with North America. 


Their weakest area was the East Coast of the US. 


Openings were weak and short and their signal was 


never very strong. QSL’s for this operation: £0. to 
WIXT. 


- Continued on next page A 
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ARRL REPORT, continued from previous page 


applications between November 26 and December 
4, 226 of them filed electronically. Gettysburg 
personnel now have processed vanity applications 
_ received through October 31. 


The ARRL estimates the FCC backlog as of 
December 4 at approximately 1600 applications. 
No date has been announced for the opening of 
Gate 3. The FCC also reminds hams filing for 
modifications and renewals to include a ZIP code 
to avoid delays. 


* MIR back on the air: The MIR crew reported 
early this week that during a space walk, crew 
members repaired an antenna problem that had 
disabled the spacecraft’s ham radio setup. The 


antenna apparently was damaged during an earlier 
space walk. 


_ *Club Insurance going up: Albert H. Wohlers 
& Co of Park Ridge, Illinois, which administers 
the ARRL ham radio and club liability insurance 
plan, has raised the minimum premium for the 
ARRL Club Liability Insurance to $325 per year. 
This will represent an increase for many clubs. 


Wohlers also notes that the ARRL ham radio 
equipment insurance plan for individual stations 
covers all losses. The company says it’s paid out 
$2.4 million on 2700 claims over the past five 
years, the majority of the claims resulting from 
lightning damage and theft. For more information, 
contact Wohlers at 800-323-2106; fax 847-803- 
4649; e-mail cusv @ahw.com. 


_ RULES & REGS, continued from page 9 


modes. The existence of the Amateur Satellite 
Service was also brought to the attention of the 
CEO of GUATEL. Also told was the chairman of 
the committee of congress in charge of the new 
Guatemalan telecommunications law. He was even 
presented [ARU and ITU documentation.\ 


But even with all of this documentation, the 
decision was made to run the hams off and turn 
- the spectrum over to money making operations. 
As a result, the 70 cm band in Guatemala which is 
comprised the frequencies between 430 to 440 


MHz has now been declared available for 
commercial use only. 


And its not only Guatemala hams that will face 
problems because of the change. There is likely 
be heavy interference to Amateur Satellite Service 
operations in Region 2 when the transponders on 
various ham sats pick up commercial signals and 
rebroadcast them on other bands. Even for low 
orbiting satellites this will affect an area from 
southern Canada, all of the USA, Mexico, Central 
and South America down to Chile and Argentina. 
Taking into account the future operations of the 
Phase 3D ham satellite, the situation may even get 
a lot worse. (FROM ARN #1008, 6 DEC 96) 


DX DX DX, continued from previous page 


_ JFIIST is now operational from Eritrea, using 
the call, E31FAO. The length of his operation is 
not known at this time. QSL’s go to JHIAJT. 


The Canadian DX Association has gone 
defunct. It has ceased publishing its monthly 
magazine, Long Skip. The Post Office Box in 
Toronto will be closed on February 28, 1997. The 
awards that they offered will be taken over by the 
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RAC, Radio Amateurs of Canada. Applications and 
info on these awards can be obtained from Russ 
Wilson, VE6VK, RAC Awards Manager, 1235 
Richland Road NE, Calgary, AB T2E 5M5 Canada. 


The December 1996 ARRL DXCC Countries 
List is available for $2.00 from ARRL HQ. 


The 1997 Officers for the North Shenandoah 
DX Asociation are: | 


Continued on page 15 
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By Paul E. Wilkins, 
AB4CY 


BASIC ELECTRICITY 


_It was about fifth grade when I found a beautiful 
little glass jar with soft grey velvet plates enclosed 
in water, shiny copper plugs and polished brass 
screw terminals. It was rescued at a little town 
dump nearby on a summer afternoon. It was well 
worth an afternoon of experimenting and 
examination. Some of the water leaked out when I 
turned it upside down and it was a bit slipery to 
the touch but it had plenty. The next morning there 
was no Seat in my pants! I had my introduction to 
the wet cell, very basic. 


The next episode was what happens when you 
manage to connect the overhead trolley wire to a 
rail. It was late fall and a local house next to the 
trolly line was under construction. There were some 
lengths of copper tubing laying about that looked 
just about right for the job. So in the shadow of a 
tree and using a piece of twine Bill and I balanced 
a length of the tubing in a rail and on the count of 
three let it fall. Before there was time to take a 
step there was a blinding blue-green flash and a 
sheet of flame behind our backs. The dry leaves 
on the tree caught fire and in a few minutes the 
fire department was on hand. We were hidden up 
in the rafters of the new house to overhear the 
discussion of how a tree can catch on fire like that. 
Nobody seemed to notice that the street was full 
of little copper balls, all that was left of that length 
of plumbing pipe. I kept a few in a matchbox for 
many years. The lesson was that a totally quiet 
system could erupt into an untamed beast with dire 
consequences if you don’t have the whole picture. 


MY first job was a gofer in a Neon Sign shop. 
I was between Junior High and High school. There 
was a lot to learn and I paid close attention. I even 
learned how to carry a forty foot extension ladder 
down main street without taking out any expensive 
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plate glass windows. The process seemed simple: 
bend the glass, attach the end electrodes, etn it 
down, clean it out, and fill it with gas. 


So, one afternoon the boss took off, and having 
the run of the place I took about a foot of scrap 
glass as my sign and attached a pump down side 
tube and electrodes to the ends. You do learn about 
hot glass fast mainly that it takes a long time to 
cool. So far so good. It pumped down easily so it 
was time for the clean out. This was done by 
passing a hot arc from a pole transformer under 
the bench through the low pressure gas until a piece 
of newspaper laid across the outside of the glass 
got hot enough to char. This boiled off the absorbed 
gases on the inside of the tube so you maintained a 
high vacuum after sealing. 


The pole transformer had a manual solenoid 
about two feet long with a movable core of a bundle 
of soft iron wires about two and a half inches in 
diameter. It was in the primary of the pole 
transformer to control the current. Everything was 
ready so I threw the pole transformer switch. I had 
pulled the solenoid core quite far out because that’s 
what I had seen the boss do. What I hadn’t counted 
on was the low resistance of my puny little length 
of glass. 


When the current came on it came in a rush 
and the core of that solenoid was sucked into the 
solenoid at about two hundred miles an hour. It 
went right through and the end of the coil and > 
buried itself a few inches into the masonry wall 
behind it. I had my first really sinking feeling. That 
buried end of the core looked like it had been run | 
over by a locomotive. A few hours later I was still 
trying to dig the core out of the wall when the boss — 
walked in. He knew immediately what happened 
and had a good laugh. But I have never forgotten 
that experience. I think of it every time I hear Paul — 
Harvey and “the rest of the story”. 


There is another story about when my BIG 
Telsa coil melted a hole in the lead laundry tub 
while my mother was doing a load of wash. That 


was the last time she would come down into the 


basement if I was doing “basic electricity”. 
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Traffic 
Fun 


By Geri Sweeny, 
N4GHI 


December is always a fond memory. Messages 
(traffic) are abundant. Helping to originate, relay, 
and deliver them is most enjoyable. Many of the 
messages refer to cards, letters, and packages sent 
and received: “received your mail x much 


appreciated”; “sent sweater Monday priority mail 


99,66 


x have you received it query”; “your box arrived 


‘in good condition”; and then there was... “thank 


you for the cow x hope to see you soon”. Traffic 
handling is fun. I’m still wondering about the cow. 


We handle numerous messages throughout the 
year advising folks (everyone from military groups 
to families) of them. “thanks for message x Merry 
Xmas to you x hope to see you in Orlando at LST/ 
22 reunion’. It’s a fun way to announce, and, thus 


begin a general awareness of an upcoming event. 


Many messages apprise you of the weather. You 


‘can guess who brags and might say: “glad you 


received package wish you were here for holidays 


weather is gorgeous”. Yes - Florida. 


Some continue their normal radio activities 
with messages such as: “thanks for QRPP QSO 
and QSL x Arl Sixty One” Sending a message to 
folks you have worked (whether DX, QSO, or on 
acontest) is friendly and exactly the finishing touch 


_ to end the year. 


Just after I sent my brother in California a 
message expressing hope that he hadn’t bet against 
the Skins (on a game they won), I relayed this 
message: “How about these J aguars beating the 
Bengals x please reply”. Aradiogram makes a fine 
way to share your pleasure with others, as you gloat 
a bit. 


And, finally, from North Carolina to Idaho, a 
message which 1s timeless. Should we all have sent 
our friends and family this message: “From our 
house to yours may your Xmas be blessed May 
your new year be bright’. Xmas could have been 
left out, and/or replaced with whatever you might 
celebrate. A radio message is the perfect touch 
anytime of the year. 


As you read this, it’s time to think of who you 
will send a Valentine’s Day message. A short radio 
message doesn’t take the place of a phone call and/ 
or Email. It compliments it. It’s short. It’s just lets 
someone know you are thinking of them. And, it 
gives all the traffic handlers a few more enjoyable 
minutes. 


Listen in to a net and join the fun. 


BTN (Balt. TfcNet) 6:30 pm = 146.67 
NVTN (NoVaTfcNet) 7:30 pm =: 147.30 
DCTN (DCTfcNet) 8:00 pm 147.36 
VNT (VaTfcNet) 1:00pm 3907 
MEPN (MdEmPhoneNet) 6:00 pm 3920 
VSBN (VaSidebandNet) 6:00pm 3947 

VNE (VaNet - Early) 7:00 pm 3680(CW) 
MSN (Md Slow Net) 7:30 pm 3717(CW) 
VNL (VaNet - Late) 10:00 pm 3680 (CW) 
MDD (MdDe) 10:00 pm 3943 

VLN (Va Late Net) 10:15 pm 3947 


a 


DX DX DX, continued from previous page 


President: Frank Conard! N4SLR 


Vice President: Jon Spillman, KT4CB 


- Sec/Treas: John Kanode, N4MM 


-_. Ademonstration operation from Yemen, 701A 


has been active on most of the bands from 


‘ 
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December 14 to the 21st. Only SSB was allowed 
but the one station was on for long periods of time. 
The two operators are JHIAJT and DJ9ZB. They 
have been invited back to operate again in late April 
of 1997 and it is hoped that they can use CW and 
RTTY. 
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Amaieur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 
6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 
(703)971-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at 
the above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call 
publication date (e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Club Training Contacts 


Alexandria RC 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY (703) 644-3920 

_ Anne Arundel RC Tony Young WA3YLO (301) 262-1917 
Arlington ARC Mike Callaham NW3V (703) 241-5618 
Antietam Radio Assn. Robert Long KD3JK (301) 824-5132 
BRATS (Baltimore) Joe Chidester W3SHZ (410) 602-0353 
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Baltimore ARC Essex Community College (410) 780-6854 
Fauquier ARC ~ Neil Spokes AB4YK (540) 364-3861 
Frederick ARC Hal Silverman W3HWC (301) 831-7946 
Herndon Rep’t Gp Michael Weber WB8RDN (703) 450-2304 
Laurel ARC Pud Reaver W3DQI (301) 498-6293 
Madras Larry Ziecheck (301) 984-6113 
MD Mobileers ARC Bruce Colburn AA3KR (410) 437-1891 
Montgomery ARC Rocky Jones KC4UXO (301) 216-5210 
Mt. Vernon ARC John Forrest WZ4A (703) 971-3905 
NASA/Goddard ARC Vikki Gigante KA3PVS (301) 249-2609 
Ole VA Hams ARC Charles Dale WA4YGI (703) 361-3091 
Pentagon ARC David Boyd K9MX (540) 659-6241 
St. Marys Co. ARC Peter Butt WA3UMY (301) 862-2214 
Shenandoah Val ARC Guy Black W4PSJ (540) 722-4952 
Southern MD ARC Vic Curtis WA3 YUV (301) 888-1388 
Southern Pax ARC Dwayne Kincaid WD80YG (410) 586-2177 
Stafford Adult Ed Jerry Mullinix AC4HK (540) 659-3905 
' Sterling Park ARC Forrest Snyder N4UTY (703) 430-4149 
Tri-County ARC John Creel WB3GXW (301) 572-5124 
Vienna Wireless Paul Wilkins AB4CY (703) 560-2779 
Woodbridge Wireless Jim Duffey WD4AIR (703) 491-3170 
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Washington, DE 


The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


Volunteer JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
Examiner 6111 Burnett St. 
| i Alexandria, VA, 22310 

mt Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


: * Effective July 1, 1997, the Novice and Technician written exam question pools (Elements 2 and 3a) 
will change. All books and study materials not based on these new question pools will be obsolete after 
that date. Be sure to use study materials appropriate for the current question pool. 


* Effective January 1, 1997, the maximum FCC authorized exam fee is $6.26. 


* Copies of the complete (as of date) 1997 VEC Exam schedule from the Auto Call database are 
available. To obtain a copy, please send a large, self-addressed envelope with sufficient postage to 
cover 10 letter-size pages along with $2.00 to cover copying costs to WZ4A at the above address. 


1997 Schedule of Examinations 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WSYI VEC) Walk-In Contact: 
Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 Gay Rembold W3DFW 
(301)724-0674 
Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5 124 after 6 PM 
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Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Sterling, VA - Dulles Amateur Radio Group (ARRL VEC) | 
Walk-In Contact: Mike Weber WB8RDN (703)450-2304 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In Contact: 
Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 — 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk- In Contact: Frank 
Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 Li 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC). 
Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
| _ Limited Walk-In : 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-Ins accepted, Pre-Registration Encouraged 
Contact: Ed Daves (410)239-8488 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WS5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 
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Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW_ (301)724-0674 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In : 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam ARA (Hamfest) (Mountain ARC VEC) 
. Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


_ Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
| | . 
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Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Nimeneene MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn (ARRL VEC) _ 
Walk-In accepted, Pre-Registration Encouraged 
Contact: Ed Daves (410)239-8488 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC). 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WS5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Walk-Ins Space Available 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW OE 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited’ Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In accepted, Pre-Registration Encouraged ; 
Contact: Ed Daves (410)239-8488 
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Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Don't forget fo bring your license when upgrading!!! 


-TRAINING CLASSES - 


PLEASE SUBMIT ALL TRAINING CLASS ANNOUNCEMENTS TO THE 
TRAINING EDITOR, JOHN FORREST WZ4A, NOT TO THE AUTO CALL EDITOR. 


NOVICE/TECHNICIAN COURSE: The Anne Arundel Radio Club will offer a twelve 

week course, beginning on February 8, 1997. The Davidsonville, MD classroom is convenient 

to Prince Georges and Anne Arundel counties. The Saturday schedule allows students to 

participate. Classes begin at 9:30 AM and end at 12 Noon. Morse code practice will be 

ne offered and encouraged. For information, call Holly at (410)923-0229 or Tony at (301)262- 
mL ry, 


BS 


GENERAL/ADVANCED CLASS UPGRADE COURSE: The Mount Vernon Amateur 
Radio Club will presentian upgrade course for the General class license and, if sufficient 
interest is expressed, the Advanced class license. Morse code training will be offered. The 
course will meet in Alexandria, VA from 7:30 to 9:30 PM on Wednesday evenings starting 
in mid-January 1997. Starting date and location to be announced later. There is no charge 
for the course; hawever, students will be required to provide their own license manuals and 
study materials. Contact John Forrest, WZ4A at (703)971-3905 to sign up or for more info. 


GENERAL CLASS. UPGRADE COURSE: The Montgomery Amateur Radio Club will 
present an upgrade course for the General class license in the Spring of 1997. Both theory 
and Morse code training will be offered. The course will be held at Gaithersburg High 

: School in Gaithersburg, MD. Classes will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:00 until 
‘ge |... 9:00... Exact dates will be announced later. There is no charge for the course; however, 
a students willbe required to provide their own study manuals. Contact Rocky at 301-216- 
5210 or Peggy at 301-330-0027 to sign up or for more information. 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.25 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* Mountain VEC exams are free 

* WSYI VEC exams cost $6.25 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) _ 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


a tee FES 
7 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* If you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: _ 


1. All submissions must be in writing 

2. Date and day of week must be specified for each ¢ exam date 
3. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

4. Sponsor and location must be specified 

5. VEC must be specified ee 
6. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 
7. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 


publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 
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MARS COMMUNICATION 


Joe Sylvester KD2RO/AAR3DS 
Box 26192 
Arlington, VA 22215 
(703) 754-3034 
E-MAIL JosephS295 @ aol.com 


I first heard about MARS through Amateur 
Radio Operators at work talking about frequencies 
and traffic on MARS. At the time, I thought these 
guys were really into space travel and maybe they 
needed professional help. Edging a little closer, but 
not too close, I asked them to explain a bit more. 
Here’s what I learned. | 


The Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS) 
is a Department of Defense sponsored program of 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
licensed Amateur Radio Operators who are 
interested in military communications and 
electronics. The MARS organization is supported 
by Commands in the Army, Air Force and Navy/ 
Marine as separately managed and operated 
programs within the Department of Defense. 
MARS provides a resetve of trained radio 
communications personnel to support military, civil 
and/or disaster officials during periods of disaster 
on a local, national and international basis. MARS 
also provides a communications system for 
handling administrative, health and welfare traffic 
on a daily basis between members of the public 
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and military personnel stationed within the United 
States and overseas. 


MARS HISTORY 


In November 1925, the Army Amateur Radio 
System was formed by a few dedicated pioneers 
in the United States Signal Corps. This organization 
continued until the start of World ‘War II when 
operations were suspended. Army Amateur Radio 
was authorized to resume operations in 1946, and 
the Army Amateur Radio System was reactivated 
and functioned as such until 1948, when the Army 
and Air Force established the Military Affiliate 
Radio System (MARS). In early 1963, the Navy/ 
Marine Corps MARS was launched making Mars 
a joint service program. 


MARS MISSION 
The Mars mission is to: 


1) Provide Department of Defense sponsored 
emergency communications on a local, national 
and international basis as an adjunct to normal 
communications. 


2) Provide auxiliary communications for 
military, civil and/or disaster officials during 
periods of emergency. 


3) Assist in effecting normal communications 
under emergency conditions. 


4) Handle messages to and from military 
personnel and their loved ones. 


MARS PUBLIC SERVICE ACTIVITIES 


MARS Service sends morale and welfare 
messages to and from military personnel and their 
families and friends anywhere in the world on a 
daily basis. This service is provided free of charge. 
Messages are limited to about 30 words or less and 
may be sent in a variety of modes including 
electronic, digital and by voice. 


Continued next page 
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MARS Emergency Communications involve 
- sending Essential Elements of Information (EEI) 
messages to the Director of Military Support in 
the Pentagon. The information they receive from 
the field is shared with other Agencies to best 
support the Public in times of emergency, disaster 
or need. 


Any MARS member may be contacted to send 
morale and welfare messages or disaster/damage 
reports as EEI messages. 


Most MARS messages are sent on the many 
active State nets using modes such as voice, RTTY, 
Packet, Amtor and Pactor. With modified amateur 
equipment, MARS operators are authorized to 
operate on military frequencies to circumvent 
propagation and interference problems. Operators 
can operate on special frequencies from 2 MHz to 
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JOINING MARS 


An Amateur Operator who wishes to join 
MARS must be 17 years old, a United States 
Citizen or resident alien and possess a valid. 
Amateur Radio License issued by the FCC. One 
question that is asked is “Can a no-code technician 
join MARS?” The answer is YES. MARS has some 
very fine operators with this class of license who 
are authorized to operate on all MARS pare @ 
with ay mode available. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


14 MHz and on other VHF and UHF frequencies / 
i 


For a free brochure and additional information — 


on any MARS Service Branch, or the name and 
address of the nearest MARS member contact 


The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


Tatiagin, XJ e 


] 997 - 1998 SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION NOW OPEN 


THE FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO, INC., a non-profit organization with headquarters 
in Washington, D.C., plans to administer sixty (60) scholarships for the academic year 1997 - 1998 to 
assist licensed Radio Amateurs. The Foundation, composed of over seventy-five local area Amateur 
Radio Clubs, fully funds five of these scholarships with the income from grants and its annual Hamfest. 
The remaining fifty-five (65) are administered by the Foundation without cost to the various donors. 


SB wage aa b 
Licensed Radio Amateurs may compete for these awards if they plan to pursue a full-time course of 
studies beyond high school and are enrolled in or have been accepted for enrollment at an accredited 


university, college or technical school. The awards range from $S00 to $2500 with preference given in © 


some cases to residents of specified geographical areas or the pursuit of certain study programs. Clubs, 
especially those in Delaware, Florida, Maine, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, 
Virginia and Wisconsin, are encouraged to announce these opportunities at their meetings, in their 
club newsletters, during training classes, on their nets and on their world wide web home pages. __ 


Additional information and an application form may be requested by letter or QSI, card, postmarked ie 


prior to April 30, 1997 from: 


FAR Scholarships 
6903 Rhode Island Avenue 
College Park, MD 20740 
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Alexandria 
a Radio 
Club 
Meetings: Second Friday of each month, 8:00 
PM at the Alexandria Fire Department 
al Administrative Office (co-located with Fire 
| Station #54), 900 Second St., Alexandria, VA 
| Nets: Every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. on 147.315 
_| output / 147.915 input. (W4HFH repeater) 
| Web page: http://members.aol.com/n4cwp/ 
w4hfh.html (or search on Yahoo: W4HFH) 
Information: Rich -KA4GFY, 703-644- 
3920 or Mike -N3PDK, 703-671-2627 


UPCOMING EVENTS 
(requiring amateur participation): 


George Washington’s birthday parade, Monday, 
Feb. 17, and St. Patrick’s Day parade, Saturday, 
_Mar 8. Contact Mike -N3PDK for additional 
information. 


REFLECTIONS 


A recent tally of club column submissions over 
the past year by the editor of AutoCall indicated a 
poor showing from several constituent 
organizations, this club included. Our attempts to 
‘use the cutting edge of telepathy communications 
apparently were not as successful as hoped for, so 
here we are, back to clickity-clack-churp-zip 
(keyboard + modem = e-mail). 


_ 1996 proved to be a year of traditional activities 
for the club. The club coordinated ham 
‘communications services at the G.W. (birthday), 
and St. Patrick’s (day) parades, plus an amateur 
radio demonstration table (complete with 
transceiver, practice keyer Archie comic books, and 
‘more) at the Alexandria Red Cross’ annual 
Waterfront Festival. 


_ Field Day provided an interesting, though 
disappointing, use of the Virginia Department of 
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Emergency Service’s “Operation SECURE” HF 
radio in a suitcase. The disappointment was that 
there was no response to the “CQ”, subsequently 
determined to be a result of no one monitoring the 
designated frequencies (no net was activated). 
Several of the active club members have been, or 


become more active in the National Capital 
A.R.E.S. Council (NCAC)_ activities and the 


NCAC’s first and second Institute. Most notable 
among many of our club members: Jeanne -N4ZGI, 
Mike -N3PDK, and Jim -K9AUC. 


For Jeanne -N4ZGI and Mike -N3PDK these 
and other voluminous efforts have not gone 
unnoticed, for in December, Jeanne accepted the 
vacancy as District (#2, Virginia) Emergency 
Coordinator (DEC), bumping up from EC; and 
Mike, already an assistant DEC, accepted the 
vacancy of EC (Jeanne’s recent position). Jim’s 
efforts (both time and material costs) resulted in 
many of the handout items provided at both NCAC 
Institute training sessions (#’s1 and 2). 


On Dec. 31, several northern Virginia hams 
joined with some club niembers in providing 
“shadow” communications services to the 
organizers of Alexandria’s annual “First Night” 
activities, and an NTS traffic collection station. 
Some communications problems were noted in and 
amongst the infrastructure of Old Town, but all 
managed to survive the experience! 


Thanks to all who made the commitment, and 
participated: Bill -KE4BAE, Bill -KC4VXH, Rick 
- N4ASX (and Karen, N4ASX/XYL), Rich - 
KA4GFPY, Jeanne -N4ZGI, Mike -N3PDK, Kathy 
-AE4UM, Erv - KT4DS, Vince - KE4SKW, and 
Steve -NP2IL. 


The NEW YEAR 


The 1997 Officers Roster: President: Rich 
Adamy -KA4GFY; _ Vice Pres.: Rick Bunn - 
N4ASX; Secretary: Stephen Cruse -NP2IL; 
Treasurer: Harry Jones -N4CWP; and Emergency 
Coordinator: Mike Carter -N3PDK. 


73 ‘all. NP2IL, out! 
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fossa, }AMSAT 
“irw/ The Radio Amateur 


amsar Satellite Corporation 


Local Meetings: Semiannual in Spring and 
Fall. 

Information: AMSAT Area Coordinator: Pat 
Kilroy, WD8LAQ. 

Contact by e-mail: wd8lag @ amsat.org 


AMSAT is a non-profit, scientific and educational 
organization incorporated in Washington, D.C. 
with headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland. 
Everyone is welcome to join AMSAT and to become 
actively involved in the support and operation of 
the amateur space program. If you would like 
additional information then you may contact your 
AMSAT Area Coordinator or write to AMSAT-NA 
at: AMSAT Headquarters, P.O. Box Za 
Washington, D.C. 20044. Or you may telephone 
headquarters at 301-589-6062. 


SimSat Project Founded 


The Simulated Satellite (SimSat) project at the 
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center is an 
education outreach activity developed by Mr. 
Patrick Kilroy, an engineer in the GSFC Special 
Payloads Division. A SimSat “spacecraft” uses a 
small high-altitude weather balloon to fly 
experiments designed and built by students to 
altitudes over 60,000 feet. The payloads are 
tracked by groups of students and radio amateur 
enthusiasts as the balloon is carried by upperlevel 
winds. 


The project simulates many of the practices and 
remote observing challenges inherent in working 
with satellites, and offers a unique hands-on 
experience for students in the K-12 earth science, 
_ physical science and physics programs. 


Why SimSat? 


Because learning is fun!!! We want to spark 
student interest in science, math, technology and 
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the U.S. space program. We also are donating ae 
time and talents as a public service to our local — 
community, to share the thrill of real science and 
the spinoffs of amateur radio as a hobby with junior 
high and high school students. The students learn 
valuable lessons about the design of experiments, 
telemetry, radio direction a Na ee) sabe | 
and much more. | eis nt 


yor! 
PRS ASE RE 


Who? 


If you are htereoted 3 in learning hee ropes. of | 
flying and recovering simulated satellites using © 
small high-altitude weather balloons with amateur — 
radio tracking devices then this project is for. you! . i 
[BOLD ON] How? [BOLD OFF] «03 cryerag) aired | 

We won’t be flying blind and re-inventing too 
many wheels. Retired FAA official and 
“WindTrax” SimSat experimenter Chuck Crist _ 
(WB9IHS) will be assisting us at various ey : 
along the way. Many volunteers in. our, local: 
AMSAT community and amateur radio clubs have. 
some substantial talents to bring to the table as well. ; 
Sponsors are coming forward to help make this: 
happen. Next to the students, the parents are a | 
most valuable asset to the program as well. i 


What’s Up? 


There are several SimSat opportunities — 
brewing. The Angel-1 test flight by the St. Pius X _ 
Regional School in Bowie, Maryland is’ set for i 
sometime in February, weather permitting ‘for the | 
recovery crew. Hughes-STX will collaborate ina — 
SimSat/INSPIRE flight soon. The AMSAT- 
Delaware group is planning a balloon launch in — 
April and are seeking tracking participation. The — 
DuVal High School in Greenbelt, as they develop — 
their new Aerospace Program under their — 
department of technical education, are expected to 
initiate a SimSat experiment at the end of the school 
year. The St. Pius school Angel-2 test flight is 
anticipated before summer with regular operational 
payloads to follow (including a tiny TV camera!) — 
aimed at tying into classroom lesson plans and the 
yearly Science Fair competition. 
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Maryland Radio Center 


3394 Laurel-Ft. Meade Road - Laurel, Md. 20724 


Authorized Dealer For: WeatherNode™ ! 
Kenwood, Icom, AEA, Kantronics, Wireless Weather Warnings, 
tiSpi-Ro, Barker/Williamson, Alpha Delta, Watches, Forecasts, Pictures, 
MFJ, ARRL Books, Callbook, Mirage, Satellite Images, Graphics and 
ii] Bencher, Hustler, Diamond, Amidon, News direct from the National 
i] Larsen, Nye, VanGorden, Daiwa, Weather Service to your computer. 
Antenna Specialists, Astron, Preiii Use your scanncr to receive the 
ADI, Ameco, Antennas West, and More signal, and our Demodulator and 
) ; Software to store the information 
on your computer. Call for more 
information. 


800-447-7489 

410-880-4266 

301-470-4266 Lif 

301-725-1212 . Free Coffee Every Day 
301-725-1198 fem Free Donuts on Saturdays 


Baltimore 


To Fort Meade 


Whiskey Bottom 


Russett 
Green West 
sfeen WES! 


Washington 


ANNOUNCING 
THE 1997 GREATER) 
BALTIMORE HAMBOREE AND 
COMPUTERFEST f 


HOST TO THE 


ARRL MARYLAND STATE CONVENTION | 


SATURDAY, APRIL 5 AND SUNDAY, APRIL 6 
TIMONIUM FAIR GROUNDS - TIMONIUM, MARYLAND 


GIANT AMATEUR RADIO, COMPUTER AND 


ELECTRONIC FLEA MARKET, SHOW AND SALE” 
FEATURING 


ARRL Convention Program and Banquet 
Giant Indoor and Outdoor Show and Sale Areas 
Over One Half Million Square Feet of Sales Area © 
Three Buildings with Over 1,100 Indoor Spaces e Over 5 Acres Indoors 
Amateur Radio Manufacturers, Dealers, and Ham Fleamarket 
5 Acre Outdoor Hard Surface Tailgate Area e Premium Indoor Tailgate Area 
F.C.C. Amateur Radio License Examinations e Over 17,000 Attended in '96 


Many Show Special Bargains 
Three . Bullditee e Acres of Parking e Great Food | 


: 
| | Special Event Station Sponsored by ICOM 
| SHOW WILL BE HELD IN ANY WEATHER 
| 
| 
| 


Show Hours are: Saturday, 8 to5 Sunday, 8 to4 e Admission is $5.00 Each Day 
A Weekend Admission Ticket is just $8.00, Advance Sale Only! 
| Sponsored by: The Baltimore Amateur Radio Club, Inc.e Post Office Box 95 e Timonium, MD 21094-0095 
Dial 410-HAM-FEST for Voice or FAX-Back Information. Anytime! 
Outside the State of Maryland, Dial 1-800-HAM-FEST (1-800-426-3378), E-Mail at — 
gbhc@concentric.net , Internet Home Page at www.concentric.net/~gbhc 


VIENNA WIRELESS SOCIETY 


2\st and ARRL SANCTIONED 


y WRITER COT 
WUNIEKI KILOI 


SUNDAY , FEBRUARY 232, 1997 


| ~EROSTBI TE” “TAILGATE “OPEN: RE. 60" iM. "FIRST CONE. ‘BASIS. . 


INDOOR AREA OPEN 7:30 


ADMISSION $5: XYL FREE 
TAILGATE SPACE $40 INCL 
DxXCC FIELD CHECKS 


PRIZE DRAWINGS HOURLY 
: 9 AM- 3PM 


toreepaice MD 


YSONS 
ml CORNER I 


Into: Jorge, Kd406Q (103) 29471 


PARKING REGULATIONS ENFORCED 


LIMITED #& PARKING 


PARK FREE. AT, VIENNA METRO 
ie SOUTH KISS ¥ RIDE 


FREE BUS TO/FROM WINTERFEST 
7:30 AM =— 2:30 PM 


VIENNA METRO! 
VISS/RIVE LOT 
&. SOUTH 


FREDRICKS KRG VA 


NOTE // pay BEFORE: 
VEC exams /same place 


SATURDAY , 22m ~9AM TALK IN: 146.3lin/146.9out 


K4HTA/R 146.085 in/ 146.685 


¢ ee ANNOUNCING ¢ « e 
CLEAR, CRISP, & STRONG REPEAT AUDIO! 
C3Is HAS RELEASED SEVERAL NEW PRODUCTS AND IS SETTING 
THE NEW STANDARD IN AUDIO PROCESSING TECHNOLOGY 
¢ OUR NEW C3I-100PG, WITH PATENT-PENDING AGC, WILL MAKE ALL YOUR 
_ USERS VERY PLEASED. ELIMINATE WEAK AUDIO, STOP “PICKED © 
FENCING”, BRING EVERYONE USING YOUR REPEATER UP TO FULL 
QUIETING WITHOUT RAISING YOUR NOSIE FLOOR OR HEARING THE 
PUMPING ACTION ASSOCIATED WITH ALL OTHER AGC CIRCUITS. THIS 
NEW PRODUCT IS OUR HOTTEST SELLER, 100s ARE NOW IN USE, CALL 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS. THIS IS AN AUDIO PROCESSOR AS WELL, 
SIMILAR TO OUR STANDARD PRODUCT, THE C3I-1000P. 


e OUR NEW C3I-1000TT, IS A PANEL-MOUNT, 16 BUTTON MATRIX, 
SELECTABLE LOGIC, DTMF PAD, WITH FULL CONTROL OVER AUDIO 
LEVEL AND TIMING. WORKS PERFECTLY WITH THOSE CONTROLS THAT 
DEMAND PRESENCE OF COS BEFORE DECODING. NOW YOU WON'T 
HAVE TO USE A FAKE DTMF TO SIMULATE COS BEING PRESENT. 


e ARE YOU TIRED OF LISTENING TO USER SQUELCH TAILS? GET RID OF | 
THEM WITH OUR G3I-1000D, AUDIO DELAY MODULE. 


¢ SOON-TO-BE-RELEASED: THE C3I-1000DVR, DIGITAL VOICE RECORDER; 
AND, OUR C3I-1000SQ, SIGNAL QUALITY VERIFIER. DETAILS WILL 
FOLLOW. 


¢ YOUR CONTROLLER WILL INSTALL WITH EASE IN OUR CUSTOM FABRICATED 
RM-1000 EMI ENCLOSURE, COMPLETE WITH POWER SUPPLY AND SPACE 
FOR OTHER OPTIONS. THE RM-1000 IS AVAILABLE NOW FOR EITHER 
CAT-300, 700 AND CAT-1000 REPEATER CONTROLLERS, OR ANY OTHER 
CONTROLLER MOTHERBOARD! 

e OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH COMPUTER AUTOMATION TECHNOLOGIES, THE 
CAT-300, 700 & 1000 PEOPLE, ALLOWS US TO FULLY INTEGRATE YOUR 
NEW CONTROLLER INTO OUR ENCLOSURE, ADDING C3Ieg OPTIONS, AND 
FULLY TESTING YOUR CONTROLLER BEFORE DELIVERY. 


° LET US HELP YOU REACH TOP PERFORMANCE! CALL, WRITE OR VISIT 
OUR HOME PAGE TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


http://www.C3IUSA.com 


1-800-224-5137 


C3Ie, 406 NORTH PITT STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA, 22314- 231 6 
(703) 684-6980 OFFICE, (703) 684-1382 FAX | 


Owen Wormser, K6LEW Sam Ruffin, KM401 


As a matter of fact, the St. Pius X Regional 
School is participating in both the SimSat Program 
_and the Foundation for Amateur Radio “Adopt-A- 


School” Program. (See the December 1996 issue 


of AutoCall for details on the FAR Adopt-A-School 


Anne 
Arundel 
AARC Radio Club 


\ . simulated satellites, fox hunting, experimenting, 


-- Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 USA 


Program.) Tony Young, WA3YLO, and Pat Kilroy, 
WDS8LAQ, have installed an HF radio in their 
Science Lab as well as some wire antennas just 
outside one of the classroom windows. 


Meetings: 8 PM Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off MD 
Rt. 214 near Annapolis. - 

On the air: 2030 Thursdays when there is no 
club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 


If you are interested in either satellites, 


2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 
from April 1 to November 15. MSN 
(Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 1930 
on 3.7170 MHz. 


Mr. Patrick L. Kilroy ! Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 
HITCHHIKER Avionics Electrical Engineer 21035. 


NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 
Building 5, Code 743 


working with students, copying realtime telemetry, 
ATV on balloons or GPS, then stand up and be 
counted! 


For more information about SimSat, contact: 


Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- 
923-0229. 


Work: 301-286-1984 

E-mail: pat.kilroy @gsfc.nasa.gov 

Web Page: 
http://bolero.gsfc.nasa.gov/education/simsat 

Mail List: simsat @listserv.gsfc.nasa.gov 


The following slate of officers was elected at 
the December 4th club meeting to lead AARC 
through 1997: 


President: Bruce Strackbein/KE3PT 
Vice Pres: David Evartt/N6TAU 
Secretary: Stephen Grant/N3 VAR 
Treasurer: Robert Israel/WC#I 
Directors: Robert Baltz/N3MNT 
Dick McKelvie\KE3HQ 
Lewis Hendrixson\N3IJK 


NOTE: The next semiannual local AMSAT 
meeting will be scheduled on a Sunday afternoon 


April. Watch for further announcements on the 
AMSAT-DC mail list! 


Chapter X 


The new leaders will be honored at the AARC 
Annual Awards and Recognition Dinner to be held 
at Bay Ridge Inn on Friday January 17th. This 
dinner will take the place of the regular 3rd 
Thursday program meeting. 


e 
= 


ee Sectety AT 


af Wirelers Peaucers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 


The club’s Family Christmas Party held on 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


Friday evening December 20th was a smashing 
success, as usual. The food was great! The 
camaraderie was outstanding! Quite a few 
attendees were able for the first time to connect 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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faces with the calls they had met on the air. Santa 
arrived with a gift for each child, as well as one 
for each outgoing club officer. He called them up 
by name to receive their packages. It was great fun 
for everyone! Coordinator Bruce/KE3PT and his 
crew did a great job once again. 


At the November 21st program meeting, “A 


History of AM Radio” was presented by Paul 


Courson/WA3VJB and Steve Ickes/WB3HUZ. 
They covered the birth of AM transmissions in 
Ham Radio, and the reasons for not only its decline 
in popularity but also for its recent rebirth. 


The large crowd displayed great interest in a 
subject in which most of them had little or no 
experience. Some of them have ventured into AM 
Radio since the program. 


The AARC Novice Class for 1997 will begin 
on the second Saturday in February (2-8-97). 
Classes will be held in the AARC Clubhouse each 
Saturday from 9:30 until 12 Noon for 10 to 12 
weeks. 


The course is free, but students will be 
responsible for obtaining the text book. Anyone 
interested in the course should register with Holly/ 
N3MB at (410)923-0229 or with Tony/WA3YLO 
at (301)262-1917. 


At the clubhouse on December 14th, Bob 
Israel/WC3I, Charles Tiemeyer/W3RMD and 
Oscar Ramsey/NV3G gave 29 tests to 15 persons. 
Thirteen tests were passed with 7 upgrades. 


Other members of the team were: Harlan 
Ray, IN/AA3FE, Tony Young/WA3YLO, Robert 
Kammer/N3POX, Bettye Tiemeyer/K3VRZ and 
Holly Bevan/N3MB. The next testing session at 
the clubhouse will be on February 8th. 


Congratulations to Timothy Bowen/K3DPT 
who has upgraded to Extra. 


73, Holly/N3MB 
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Antietam. 
Radio 
Association 


Meetings: First and Third Tuesday of the: 
month at 8 p.m. in the Conference Room at 
the Washington County Regional Airport, f 
Showalter Road, Hagerstown, Maryland. 


Mailing Address: P.O. Box 52, Hagerstown, 
MD. 21741 he 
Nets: Tuesday 7 p.m. 146.940 MHz.; Wednes- | 
day 7 p.m. 447.975 MHz.; Thursday 7 p.m. 
147.090 MHz. : 
Repeaters: 147.09+ and 146.94 -. | 


Information: Donnie Sue Mulligan/ , 
KB3A0O0 (301) 582-2984 | 


The ARA’s Christmas Banquet was held 
December 21, 1996 at Richardson’s Restaurant in 
Hagerstown and was enjoyed by all the 38 people 
that came out. We had the Saturday Buffet, which . 
included prime rib, fish, chicken, and all the salads, 
vegetables, pies, cakes, ice cream we could eat. 
We would like to say “thank you” to Amanda 
Daywalt and Carlo Belella for taking calls and/or 
getting Richardson’s Restaurant for the Banquet. 


Bill Harclerode, the ARA President, made a 


short speech and handed out certificates to all the y : 


following for wearing so many hats in the club: 
Ray Elliott/KB8YJX, Ted Lawhead/ WA3AAT, 
Robert Long/KD3JK, Doug Lunde/WA3 IBY, 
Linda Butts/ N3VZY, George Carpenter/N3QFS, 
Gary Swales/N3VDU, Tim Keener/ N3VGS, 
JoAnn Kaetzel/N3VWO, Tina Jones/KB8ZQM, 
Don Jones/ KB8WHW, Matt Redding/N3XJO, 
Page Pyne/WA3EOP, Charlie Mulligan/N3MVR, 
Donnie Sue Mulligan/KB3AO0, Carlo Belella/ 
K3ABH, Larry Belella/N3QBK, Amanda Daywalt/ 
N3TVD, Irvin Golden/N3VOE, and Ray 

Mongrain/N30DA. : Me 


Bob Binau/KC3DW (Bob was not at the 


banquet) and Doug Lunde received a certificate _ 
for a LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP in Antietam , 


February 1997 


PLS a ae 


Radio Association. — 


‘February 1997 


There were several members that had made other 

plans and were not at the banquet to receive their 
certificates: Stanley Klick/W3YGC, Al] Boyers/ 
N3NVT, Bill Drager/K3UMV, Charlie Anderson/ 
NF3X, Lew Danes/W3FZT, Bob Knibb/KSME, 
‘Jimmie Fisher/KD30, John Smith/N3TDN, and 
Gene Sigler/N3MZB. 


There should have been a certificate or a plaque 
for our Prez...maybe another time. 


Ted Lawhead gave out some plaques for the 


_ MD/DC QSO Party: Page Pyne won the ARA 


plaque for his 25,326 points, Bob Long won a 
plaque for Maryland with his 20,116 points. Mike 
Moseley/WB3HUP won for the third time and 
received the plaque at the banquet for the Mobile 
Section (this is the first year we have had a plaque 
for the third time winner of his/her section in the 
MD/DC QSO Party... Thanks to Ted Lawhead, Page 
Pyne, Doug Lunde, John Smith, Charlie Anderson, 
and Bill Harclerode for the money for the plaque.) 
Laurel Amateur Radio Club won with thelr 154,947 
polnts, the MOST EVER! Jim Cross was LARC’s 
representative at the banquet. Jim said he was ready 
to win again, and again, and again... 


Don’t forget your Valentine:.. 
73, Donnie Sue/KB3A0O0 


Arlington 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meeting: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
P.M., Red Cross building, 4333 Arlington 
Blvd., Arlington, VA. Nonmembers welcome! 


Net: Tuesdays (except meeting nights), 7:30 
P.M., 144.87/145.47 Mhz FM. 

- Information: Mike Callaham, NW3V @ 
WA3TAI, callaham@CapAccess.org, 
(703) 241-5618. 

_ LLBBS: Area | of Beachcomber Joe’s BBS 
(703) 243-0024. 
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The Arlington Amateur Radio Club met on 
December 17th, at the American Red Cross Chapter 
House in Arlington. President Mike, NW3V called 
the meeting to order at 1939. Attending were: 


- Mike, NW3V; Jack, WA4FXX; Dennis, W4PWF; 


Tom, N4BYF; Joe, AB4RA; Walt, KT4EL and 
Gerald, N4GA 


The minutes of the November meeting were 
approved as published in the December Beacon. 
The Treasures Report was presented by thé 
Treasurer. All members present paid their dues 
for 1997. 


Mike, NW3V commented that, during the 
Jamboree On The Air, he could not use the key on 
the HF rig because the jack adapter was missing. 
Joe, AB4RA will bring an adapter to the next 
meeting. 


Dennis, also reported that he had received the 
first list of the new/upgraded hams in Arlington 
Co. This list will be used to notify these amateurs 
of AARC’s meetings and activities. 


Mike noted the slate of AARC officers 
nominated at the November did not have a 
Secretary. Walt, KT4EL reaffirmed that he was 
not interested, but would take on the duties 
provided someone would record and publish the. 
minutes of meeting he was unable to attend. 


With this addition and a quorum present, 
Gerald, N4GA motioned that the slate be elected 
unanimously. Joe, AB4RA seconded the motion. 
All present voted yes and elected the following 
Arlington ARC Officers for 1997: 


President _ Mike, NW3V 
Vice-President Dennis, W4PWE 
Secretary Walt, KT4EL 
Treasurer Tom, N4BYF 
Activities Chairman Jack, WA4FXX 
Editor Joe, AB4RA 


With this important item of business completed, 
the meeting was adjourned at 2010. 
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We next had our Annual Christmas Party and 
exchange of extravagant recycled gifts.. One very 
nice gift, was a useful personalized monitor screen 
saver, drawn by our Vice-President, Dennis, 
W4PWE. You should have seen the smile on his 
face. Mike, NW3V and Dennis, W4PWE had 
“gone out of their way” go provide lots of eating 
goodies and drinks, but no one touched the “plain” 
egg nog. All had a great time and are looking 
forward to the NEW YEAR. 


73, Walt, KT4EL 


Baltimore Radio 
Amateur Television 


aes Society (BRATS) 


Meeting: First Saturday, 3 PM, Pikesville 
- Library, 1301 Reisterstown Rd. 
Nets : On W3DID/R Sunday, 8 PM - The 
Listening Post (SWL/Scanner Net). Monday, 
7:30 PM The Horsetraders (Swap) Net. 
Monday, 9 PM Weekly Traffic and Info Net. 
Tuesdays, 8:30 PM - Computer Net. 
Wednesdays, 8 PM - Amateur Radio News 
line: Thursdays, 9 PM - BRATS ATV Net. 


Saturdays, 1 PM - Weekly News Bulletin. 
Saturdays 1:20 PM - The BRATS Answer Men 


Repeaters: BRATS Linked Repeater System: 


W3DID: 147.030+, 224.960-, 447.225- 
BRATS Stand-Alone Repeaters WA3DZZ: 
145.130-, 224.800-, 443.350- BRATS Packet 
Network: W3GXT-5 145.050 W3GXT-10 
224.520. BRATS ATV Repeater System: 
W3WCQ: inputs: 426.250, 1253.250 outputs: 
439.250, 911.250. Packet BBS/Mailbox: 
N3EZD: 145.690 1200 bps, AX.235. 

“ Addresses: snail mail: P.O. Box 5915; 
Baltimore, MD 21282-5915. e-mail: 
brats @smart:net. Home page: http:// 
www.smart.net/~brats. 

Info Line: (410) 467-4634 

Hamfest: BRATS Maryland Hamfest 

and Computer Fest last Sunday in July, (next: 
~ July 27, 1997) at Maryland State Fairgrounds, 

Timonium, MD. 
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December was a busy month for The BRATS.. 
December 7th was our ane elections meeting; 
elected were: } : i 


President: Bob, N3HAT 

Vice President: Terry, WA3DZZ 
Secretary, Mayer, W3GXK 
Treasurer: Les, W3GXT 


Elected to the Board through 12/98 Ed, 
N3GXH,; Art, NC3D; Bob, KC3FI; Dave, N3SOI; 


Bob, N3NJN, and John, N3WAP. Remaining on 


the Board through 12/97: Mike, N3EZD; Neil, 
WA3ZQI; Bill, KA3IDB; Denis, N30QH; Gil, 
N3FDO and Dale, N3VTU. Director of Operations:, 
Bob, W3WCQ; Technical Director: Heru, 
W3WVV. We are the only club in the area with a 
4-Bob Board! " 


Elections were accompanied by our annual 
Holiday party excellently catered by Terry, 
WA3DZZ. A great time was had by all. 


The next day, December 8th found several of 
The Brats at Maryland Public Television’s on-the- 
air Membership drive at Channel 67 in Owings 
Mills - a great way to have fun while performing a 
public service. Plans are currently underway to 
provide emergency communications capability as 
a Public service-for a Walk in April and a Bike- “ae 
thon in June. i 


Try the BRATS home page: http:// 
www.smart.net/~brats and find out all about ATV, 
about The BRATS, our activities and nets. 


73, Mayer, W3GXK 


Reminder - all submissions for _ 


are due no later than 
the Ist of the month prior to the — 
month of publication!! 
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Capital City 
Amateur Radio 
Society — 


Meetings: 3rd Saturday of each month at 1200 
hours at the Woodridge Public Library, 18th 
and Rhode Island Ave, N.E., Washington, D.C. 
Visitors welcome. 

_ Repeater: W3EIL 144.51/145.11 MHz, open. 
‘Nets: Regular net Wednesday at 2000 hrs, 
RITY net Thursdays 2100 hrs, voice portion 
2145 hrs, all on 145.110. 

Mailing Address: CCARS, 1719 Franklin 

“ Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20018-2033. 
‘Information: Steve, W3ETX, (202) 526-1329 

or Chester, W3EIL (202) 529-9598. 


ust Capitol City Amateur Radio Society of 
Washington DC is saddened to report the death of 
Jackson L. Davis, Jr., KB3KI (a charter member) 
on Tuesday, Dec. 24, 1996. Jack was our program 
director and will be missed by us and and everyone 
in the local and DX radio community. John E. 
Leake, N3TCD. President CCARS 

Emergency Team 


& Radio Club 


\y Address: Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 2099, Westminster, MD 21158. 
Repeaters: 2M: 145.410-, 70cm: 449.875, 
6M: 53.090. . 

BBS: 145.03 & 446.075. 
Nets: Tuesdays 8:30 p.m. local CARET Net 
| 145.410-. First Wednesday: 8:00 p.m. local, 
Mason Dixon Swap Net 145.410-. 
Club Meetings: Business meeting Second 
Monday of the month at the EOC in 
Wesmnister. 7:30 p.m? local, talk-in: 145.410- 
Program meeting: Last Wednesday of the 
month at the EOC in Wesmnister. 7:30 p.m. 
local, talk-in: 145.410-. 


Carroll County 
Amateur Radio 


ee 
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President’s Report 


Has anybody recovered from the Holidays, yet? 
Four more years until the end of the century. Will 
the computer world fall apart? Wouldn’t that be 
an analog person’s celebration. We may need to 
stock up on pencils and Radiograms! It always 
takes me 3 to 4 weeks to get use to writing the year 
correctly. 


I want to thank Jeanine (YL of Bill N3XLY) 
and her staff, N3MYJ and N3MNM, for producing 
a nice Christmas holiday party. Bill’s daughter, 
Christine and friend, Brandy were a big help. Son, 
Taylor helped, too. It was nice to see N3RKI, 
K3MTT & N3MAK, N3HYJ & N3MAN, N3PSB 
& YL,N3WM & YL, N3GQK & N3GQJ, N3UVH 
& OM, WB3JNO & YL, W3CVC & N3VRG, 
AA3IR & YL, WB3JNO & Becky, N3HAT, N3SB 
& Mrs. Beckman. And not least, the wonderful 
Taco Pizza makers — daughter Rebecca and 
Zachary son of John N3MNM. I think that this is 
the list of prize winners. Could this be the Field 
Day crew for next year? 


Another attempt was made at getting the new 
two meter antenna up the tower as well as installing 
other parts for the remote receive project on 
Saturday, December 28. After the realized “oops” 
last month, I got a the proper antenna for the 2 
meter band. Well, Tony N3MYJ took the unused 
“not suitable” antenna back to the vendor,: and 
brought back an antenna which was to be the 
appropriate antenna. I opened the container and 
found a big pole, cables, and mounting hardware. 
There were no dipoles. Mike N3KTX and I went 
up the tower anyway to accomplish the task of 
moving the 2 meter antenna mount around to the 
south side of the tower. We then mounted the UHF 
antenna after a. lunch break, and found that the 
connector on the UHF antenna was an N-type. The 
connector on the cable was a UHF type. Since the 
fog moved in and the tower condensation was 
starting to rain on us, we called it a day. Steve 
N3SB worked on installing the remote receiver 
control PL tone card into the 450 repeater system. 
On Monday, I called the vendor to inquire to where 
the dipoles for the antenna were. The vendor is 
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shipping the dipoles. Myself, Mike, Steve N3SB, 
Andy N3MCB, and Ralph N3KZS were at the 
repeater site. I don’t recall seeing any Murphy. 
But, he sure has great influence. On Monday, 
December 30th, Steve and I worked on the 
engineering needed to finish the component 
installation on the remote receiver box. 


I want to thank all those club members who 
had made 1996 a fun and service filled year. I am 
know that the agencies that we served do the same. 
This year the Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 
had been truly active.. We were there for: the 
Blizzard of ’96, Skywarn (January); MS-Walk and 
March of Dimes Walk (April); Westminster 
Country Music Festival, Cycle Across Maryland, 
and the Gamber tornado (July); American Lung 
Association Bike-a-Thon and FARfest °96 
(September); Walktoberfest and the Mason/Dixon 
Hamfest (October); Field Day; an educational 
“team” FOX hunt in August and an MDC Section 
leading effort for the SET. Congratulations to Wil 
NY3M for the grand performance in the November 
Sweepstakes (CW). 


Thanks to: Phil KE3FL for his efforts as EC, 
Dave KG6TU for managing a great Novice/Tech 
class, George AA3BV for providing the weekly 
CW practice, Bob N3HYJ and Frank K3MTT for 
their efforts with the Mason/Dixon Hamfest, and 
Charlie N3REI for superintending the Central 
Maryland Skywarn net. In 1997, I am positive that 
the this club will not only continue the service to 
its community, it will find new ways to better serve 
the community. 


If you love Charlie Whiskey (CW), we are 
looking to fill our CW slots for Field Day. 40% of 


our club members are CW literate. 
\ 


Kudos to Phil KE3FL and Dave KG6TU for 
again achieving PSHR. 


I planted my antenna farm. Up popped 
aluminum and copper tubing. The strange thing is 
... Lused steel seeds! 


73 es Happy New Year, Larry WX3F 


Page 36 


AUTOS CALY 


‘Dulles 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


ee 


On-the-air meeting: Tuesdays at 8: 00 pan m. 


on the Dulles Airport repeater. 
Repeater: N4FSC, 145.310 (Dulles Airport) | 
Mailing: Dulles Amateur Radio Group, P.O. 
Box 5073, Herndon, VA 20172-1964 
Information: Mike Weber, WB8RDN, 703- 
AS0-2304 


Dulles Repeater Group held.a seminar on 
amateur radio for the public in December. Over 40 
people, many from Scout groups, attended to hear 
what ham radio is, what you can do with it, and 
how to get started. Attendees were treated to a brief 
overview of the hobby, and then more detailed 
information, including an ARRL video, and 
information on how to become a ham. Audience 
interest and participation was high, and many 
signed up for the license training course planned 
by the Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club (SPARC), 
with which the session was jointly held. This was 
a fine example of hams working together to spread 
the word about our hobby, and get anew gene 
of young hams off and running. : 


DARG also held its annual holiday party, which 
was a smashing success. The food was better than 
ever, everyone was in high holiday spirits, and over 
$500 worth of ham equipment was raffled off. The 
big winner of the night was Bill W3EMH, who | 
took home a brand new Yaesu FT-50 dual-band 
HT. Congrats Bill! 


awe DARG board members, Mike WB8RDN — 
and Gary KD4SRX were interviewed by the 
Sterling Observer about the club in general, and 
our Skywarn class in particular; look for the article 
in arecent issue. The class is planned for January 
11th from 1pm - 4pm at the Eastern Loudoun — 
Regional Library. Hams and non-hams alike are - 
invited, to be trained to report severe weather ae 
conditions to Say wat Come join us. ae 


February 1997 . : 


| In February, DARG will sponsor a technical 
-" session featuring the Emergency Coordinators from 
___ Fairfax and Loudoun counties. The subject is 
ARES, and all area hams are warmly invited. 


| | DARG will host an exam session on March 
Ist. Listen on the Tuesday evening net or call for 
more details. 


a ee 


That’s it for this month. 
73 de Mike, N4PDY 


Fauquier 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


*~ eRe ee ee 


Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Second Thursday of the 

| month except July, August and December. 
Crestar Bank, Warrenton Ctr, Warrenton VA. 

Breakfast: Last Saturday of the month at 
Western Sizzlin Warrenton VA 7:30-9:00 a.m. 
Net: Every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m, 147.165 
Mhz NZAN Repeater. 

KE4YVU_ FARA7 node 145.070 
Mhz with direct connect to FBBS9, FBBS9 
Bulletin Board 145.090 Mhz, FARA9 node 

145.090 Mhz. 

| Repeater: NZ4N/R 147.165 Mhz (+.600). 

Newsletter: TOROID, Monthly. Deadline for 
submissions: 20th of the month. 

- Information: Chuck Gould, N4YXW 540- 

347-0112. FARA, PO Box 752, Warrenton VA 

~ 20186 

Next meeting: February 13. 


Packet: 


The Christmas party was outstanding this year. 
Close to 70 folks filled the hall and had a great 
time. Many thanks to all who helped make it so; 
especially Cynthia (Chairperson), Bonnie (gifts), 
Larry (MC). Now the big news: 


_ New Meeting Time and Location 
The time and place for the FARA club meetings 


has been changed. The fees at Shadow Lawn got 
to be too high (i.e. not free) so thanks to some good 
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work by Neil Spokes we have arrangements to hold 
our meetings at the Crestar Bank in Warrenton 
Center on Thursdays. Please make a note of it and 
pass the word to other club members you know. 
The January meeting was the trial run, hopefully 
the word got out to everyone. 


Directions to Crestar Bank is Warrenton Center 
(Jnctn of Bus 29 and Rte 17). From Gainesville 
follow 29 south to the Rte 211, Business 29 exit 
then turn right at the third light onto Rte 17 
(Winchester Rd). Go ~75 yards and turn into the 
Warrenton Center. Crestar Bank is on your left as 
you reach the main parking lot. 


From the south, take route 29 North to the first 
Warrenton exit (left) and go three traffic lights (3 
1/2 miles) and turn left on Rt 17. Go ~75 yards 
and turn right into the Warrenton Center parking 
lot - the Crestar Bank is on the left just as you reach 
the main parking lot. 


From the west come in on Rt 211 and turn left 
at the second Warrenton traffic light onto Rt 29 
Business. Go about 3/4 mile and turn left on Rt 
17. Proceed as above. 


In any event use the repeater 147.165 (+) to 
get further inputs as needed. If you’re lost and 
without radio communication, ask for Safeway 
shopping center or Radio Shack or Rankines True 
Value Hardware as a location guide — they’re all 
in the Warrenton Center. 


Club Newsletter Editor’s note: Send your 
original (or found) ham radiorelated Toroid 
contributions to Neil, AB4YK, by US Mail, at 7267 
Laurel Brook Lane, Marshall VA 20115, or by e- 
mail to spokes @mnsinc.com or hand carry it to a 
meeting preferably on disk in either Word Perfect 
5.1 or generic DOS WP or ASCII or send it by 
packet to me at AB4 YK at the club’s packet station 
on 145.070 MHz: AB4YK@N4YXW using the 
FARA7 packet station. Call 364©3861 for further 
information. If it’s remotely printable, we’ll be 
delighted to publish it. 


Happy Valentines Day! Mark, KD6AKC 
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Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Meetings: Board of Directors, Last Monday 
_ of each month. 

Repeaters: KD3VR-146.61 (Cheverly), 
_K3GXF-146.88 (Greenbelt). 

Luncheon: First Saturday of each month at 


the Fountain Cafe, in the Laurel Shopping 
Center Mall, US Route 1 (Baltimore Ave.) and 
Cherry Lane. Starts at 11:30 AM. Monitor 
146.88 for Talk-In. 

Nets: Old Gents Net meets on 146.88 each 


day at 9:30 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. Washington 
Adventist Amateur Radio Association Net 
meets on 146.88 each Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 
Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD 20718-0523. 
Information: John Williams, N5SJZ, (301) 
805-5761. 


GMRA held it’s regular monthly meeting, 
combined with annual summary of this past year’s 
repeater happenings, on December 7th 1996. 


The meeting and luncheon gathering took place 
at the Old Country Buffet, located in Laurel, MD 
on Route 198 where Route 197 intersects. 


There was in the neighborhood Or 36 or more 
members, relatives and guests attending. The rood 
was enjoyable with many choices. | 


After the meal, Joe Nunemaker, KD3VR, 
President of GMRA thanked everyone for 
attending and gave a summary of the past year and 
all that took place concerning the 2 repeaters. He 
also paid honor to all those who devoted their time 
and efforts to the Association. 


Paul Freirich, W3HFA, Vice President gave a 
technical report on problems that had arisen with 
the repeaters and how they were dealt with during 
1996. 
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C.T. David, K3GXF, Secretary, who does a 
fantastic job recording all meeting 
accomplishments during the year gave a thorough — 
presentation. which was well documented, 


John Williams, NSSJZ, Treasurer, gave a very 
detailed and favorable financial report along with 
printed handouts alone with roster sheets of all 
members. John and his wire, Debby were honored 
for their wonderful work they did in writing, 
illustrating and publishing two newsletters this pat | 
year. Debby’s call is NSSKA. 


Murray Green, K3BEQ, was praised for his 
clever programming of announcements, and 


informative messages he puts on the repeaters. 


Roy Ashlin Jr. N3NGA was thanked for his — 


-many hours Or technical help with the repeaters. 


Don Tinari, W3RYQ, one of the Board Or Directors 
and technician at MRC was praised for his staunch 
support and invaluable contribution to the effort. 


Yours truly, Ken Easton, N3HLY was awarded 
a beautiful plaque for writing articles for AUTO- — 
CALL and for acting as an Association 
representative to The Foundation For Amateur 
Radio Inc. 


GMRA will be installing the new repeaters 
early in January for the 146.6 and 146.88 locations. 
Happy New Year to all. . 


From Ken Easton N3HLY 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 2219] ae 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 


ANAHEIM, CA ® ATLANTA, GA * DENVER, CO * NEW CASTLE, DE 
OAKLAND, CA * PHOENIX, AZ e PORTLAND, OR * SALEM, NH 
SAN DEGO CA * SUNNYWALE, CA * VAN NUYS, CA * WOODBRIDGE, VA 
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Historical 
Electronics 

Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 

Meetings: Second Wednesday of each month, 


5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 


Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 

to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Net: Monday 8:00 PM, 146.67(—)/224.24(-) 

MHz (courtesy of BARC). 

Information: Gary Ryan, (410) 969- 0410. 
“Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 

Baltimore , MD 21203. 


Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


The October HEMARC meeting featured our 


_ ARRL Vice President and Division Director Hugh 


Turnbull, W3ABC. Hugh discussed current events 
and issues of both the ARRL and FAR. The 
excellent discussion provided information of 
interest on many topics including: the 2M/70CM 
threat from commercial little LEO’s, New RF 
safety standards, pending Congressional bills, the 


_ FAR scholarship program and responsibilities of 


both individual amateurs and ham clubs. The 


interest was such that the members extended the 


meeting for over an hour with questions and 
discussion. Many thanks to our Division Director. 


During his visit Hugh toured the Museum and 
Library. Noting both the general electronic exhibits 


and the library and the extensive Amateur Radio 
content of both, he indicated that : “this impressive 


facility and library should be highlighted to the 
amateur radio community.” 


SPECIAL TRAINING CLASS PLANS 


The Amateur Technical Training Committee 
has finalized plans for a course for licensed hams 
who would like training/Elmering in hands on 


building and eres 
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Where: At the Museum Begins: Tuesday February 
18, 1997. Time: Every Tuesday ae 7 PM to 9:30 
PM. Length: Ten Weeks. 


The course is open at no charge for any licensed 
amateur regardless of skill or experience. Each 
student will be given a list of recommended tools 
to procure at his expense. One of the goals of the 
course is for each student to construct a QRP 
transmitter and make a contact. The parts will be 
procured by the student except where HEMARC 
has an ample surplus of a particular part. 


For additional information or to sign up for the 
course, please call Ray Robley, KD3KK at 410- 
859-0178 or Heru Wamsley, W4WVV at 410-766- 
3545. 


The intent of this class is to bridge the gap 
between the necessary knowledge required to 
become licensed and the how-to knowledge 
required to safely build and operate ham gear. 
Specific items covered include: understanding 
schematics, soldering, wiring and construction 
techniques. 


The December Meeting 


The traditional HEMARC gift exchange, 
social confab and election of 1997 officers ended 
the years meeting schedule on a bright and 
promising note. A round of applause gave some 
evidence of the clubs sincere appreciation for the 
successful term of outgoing President Gary Ryan, 
W3GYM. Thanks OM. 


The new president is Herman Turner, WK3P 
who was elected unanimously. Returning for 
another year are: Vice President; Rol Anders, 
K3RA , Treasurer; Ray Robley, KD3KK and 
Secretary; Chip Weems, W4PBG. 


The Old Electro-Mechanical Teletype 
Machine Project 


Gary Ryan, W3GYM has joined Rol Anders, 
K3RA and Roy Heck, W3KU in finishing off the 
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model 19 teletype exhibit. The model 19’s are now 
operational and send messages between them. The 
_ paper punch machine is being refurbished to allow 
visitors to make tapes to send on the machines. 


The TBL-13 Project 


The chirp/hum is gone! Cleaning up the power 
filtering and other little improvements in regulation 
etc. have resulted in a relatively clean signal at last. 


Volunteers Needed 
The Museum needs all kinds of volunteers to 


help restore old electronics equipment and work 
on displays. Woodworking and wood finishing 


are particularly needed as well as to scrape paint 


and do general electronics work. Call Gary ee, 
W3GMY at 410-969-0410. 


The Museum and library are free and open to 
the public Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For 
club meetings and group the museum will provide 
special tours and a meeting area during closed 
hours. Call Gary Ryan, W2GMY, 410-969-0410. 


Many thanks to Dean Bush, K3KHG for the 
donation of very fine stanchions and leather 
covered chains to keep protect the W3GR area in 


the Museum. 


73 de Chip, W4PBG 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
159 East 16th Ave. 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
Voice: (541) 683-0987, Fax: (541) 683-4181 
e-mail: jwalsh@teleport.com 
Home page: http://www.efn.org/~qewa 
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Laurel Amateur 
Radio Club 


A Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator 


Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (ex- | 
cept November & December) 7: a ape at 384 
Main Street, Laurel Md. : 
Social: 2nd Wednesday of each month, exe 


December (Call for directions). 

Nets: Ist & 3rd & Sth Wednesdays, 8:30pm, 
on 147.225+, no tone. F 
Mail: P. O. Box 3039, Laurel, MD 20709-0039 
Exams: 3rd Saturday of each month, to pre- 
register contact: John/WB3GXW (301) 572- 
5124 after 6 P.M. 

Information: Jim/WI3N (301)725-6829 or 
Pud/W3YD (301)498-6293. 


The Laurel ARC would like to wish everyone 
their best new year ever! 


Our club begins the new year with new officers _ 
and some fresh ideas. If you live anywhere around 
the Laurel area, the club would like to invite you 
to participate with us in the many special events 
we work and the interesting meetings we have. If 
you are new to amateur radio, you should consider 
joining a club near you. The club is a source of 
help for getting started, setting up antennas, and 
solving technical problems. It’s also nice to be in 
an environment where everyone wants to help you 
succeed in reaping the benefits from a great hobby. 


Normally, our first event of December is the 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and 
Parade sponsored by the Soroptimist Club andthe 
City of Laurel. Unfortunately, this year we had a 
little rain on our parade, so to speak, and the event 
was cancelled. We’ll try again next year. 


The next day found us enjoying our annual 
Holiday Banquet. It was held at the Timbuktu 


Restaurant in Jessup. They are noted for theircrab 
cakes and generous portions of prime rib. As 


always, it was our pleasure to have Hugh Turnbull/ - 


February 1997 _ ae 


Pe ee ee 


February 1997. 


_W3ABC, our League Vice President and his wife 


Betty join us. Tony Young/WA3YLO, the League’s 
Affiliated Club Coordinator spoke briefly about 
special service clubs, and Al Brown/WA3PYZ the 
League’s local Official Reporting Station 
Coordinator gave a certificate to Pud/W3YD 
making him an official reporting station. He also 
made a plea for other hams to help as official 
reporting stations. Jim/WI3N and Pud/W3YD 
were surprised with plaques for their 5 years of 
service as president and treasurer, respectively. The 
evening was topped off by.a mentalist show by Dr 
Wonder, a local magician. We’re still scratching 
our heads and asking “How’d he do that?” 


The LARC was instrumental in bringing 
together the Mayor and several staff members of 
the City of Laurel, the Laurel Hospital President 
and some of his staff, and several LARC members 
to coordinate some initial planning in the event of 
a disaster. It was very productive for the first 
meeting and we expect that the future holds the 
possibility of well coordinated plans in the event 
we have an emergency in this area. 


The last thing the club did for December was 
to help the DC Roadrunners with a 10 and 20 mile 
run through the Beltsville Agricultural Center on 
Saturday, Dec 28. The event lasted about four 
hours with club members posting themselves 
around the-course, and a net control at the start/ 
finish line working closely with race officials. 
Helping with events such as this allows us to lend 
support to local groups by being there for the health 
and welfare of their participants. But it also gives 
us the opportunity to practice a directed net 
operation so that we can fulfill our role when called 
to help in an emergency, as per Part 97. 


Several of our club members are becoming 
active with ARES/RACES in their counties. 


Finally, thanks to Roger/W3LM for keeping 
these articles coming over the past year. I guess 


_ Old presidents don’t get to fade away, they just start 


writing for Auto-Call. 


73 de Jim/WI3N 
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Loudoun 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


“a 


Meetings: Third Saturday of each month; 8:00 
a.m. Call for meeting place information. 
Nets: Every Sunday evening at 8:00 p.m. on 
28.360 

Mailings: Loudoun Amateur Radio Group, 
P.O. Box 1004, Purcellville, VA 22132 
Information: Gary Quinn, NC4S, (540)822- 
5690; or John Unger, W3GOI, (540)338-4620. 


The LARG combined November/December 
club meeting was a great success, and we had a 
very nice turnout for the last meeting of 1996. 
Charlie, K4LJH, began the festivities with a novel 
method of giving out specially made, grab bag door 
prizes. He adapted a “musical chairs” approach 
using a CW tape and numbered bottle caps; you 
have to have been there to appreciate the hilarity, 
but the door prizes were FB! 


Our “mini hamfest” was also a great hit. 
Everyone who wanted to brought in a few items 
priced a maximum of $5.00 (most things were in 
the $2 - $3.00 range). The participation was 
enthusiastic and almost everyone left the meeting 
clutching some item that they couldn’t do without. 
Most of the guys said that their XYL’s had told 
them, “Don’t bring any of that stuff back home!” 
Some really nice things found were some Zenith 
tubes, which were specially boxed. in sealed 
containers, brought in by Otto, W4QDP; and aN ye 
Viking hand key for $3.00 offered by John, W4AU, 
but only to be sold to.a tech or tech-plus ham who 
promised to use it to work on their cade! 


The club decided to have an expanded mailing 
of its January Newsletter in an effort to reach all 
licensed amateurs in the western part of Loudoun 
County and tell them about the club and invite them 
to attend one of our meetings. We hope that this 
will help advertise LARG’s presence and bolster 
our mernbership roster. 
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We also nominated a new slate of officers for 
1997 to be voted on at the January meeting: 


President - John Unger, W4AU 

Vice-President - Gary Quinn, NC4S 
Treasurer - Dale Cabaniss, KD4LSL 
Secretary - Tom Dawson, WB3AKD 


We hope that everyone and their families has a 
happy and prosperous 1997, and BRING ee 
THOSE SUNSPOTS!! 


John Unger, W4AU, President LARG 


The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
NBC Building - WKYS Conference Room, 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, Washington, DC. 
Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 
145.45 MHz (PL-5A). 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5A). ~ 

WWW Address: _http://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 
~fwright/MADRAS.html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Larry Ziecheck - N3GKZ (301) 
984-6113, Jean Blacik N3PLC ante 984- 
6113. 


Belated Happy New Year!! Here’s wishing that 
1997 will be our best year ever. 


The MADRAS Christmas Party and 10th 
Anniversary Celebration which took place at the 
Golden Bull Grande Cafe on December 5th was a 
very successful event. Over half of our membership 
was able to join us for the dual celebration. A good 
time was had by all and the evening passed way 
too quickly. Everyone is looking forward to our 
next big get-together so another party will probably 
be forthcoming in the very’near future. 


Remember to mark your calendars for the 1st 
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and 3rd Thursday of the month when we get 
together on the net at 9:00 P.M. All members and ° 
non-members are welcome to join us. Our faithful 
net control, Quin Marsh - N3KGM, loves to hear 
new people join us. Several of our regular members 
were traveling over the holidays and we missed 
them on the net but hope to hear them again on a 
regular basis. 


February will resume our twice monthly 
meetings on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
at the NBC Building in Washington, DC. We only | 
had one meeting in January due to our Special » 
Event out of the Senate Office Building on the 17th | 
to 20th. 


We are in the process of scheduling some 
interesting and informative speakers for our 
meetings during the coming year. We hope as many 
of you as possible will be able to attend the 
meetings. 


HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 


73 ... Jean - N3PLC 


Montgomery 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Ist and 3rd Wednesdays of each | 
month at 7:30 p.m., Executive Office Bldg, 
Montgomery Co. Govt:Center, 101 Monroe | 
St, Rockville. Park in underground lot G-2. 
Repeaters: 146.955 (-600) & 442.750 er 
156.7) in Rockville. 

Club Net: Every Sunday night at 7: 30 PM, 
on the MARC repeater. 

Internet: http://www.dsport.com/marc/ 
Mail: MARC, P.O. Box 611, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20884-0611 

Information: Jeff - KZ3F (301) 258-0112 
Training: Ms. Rocky Jones (301) 216-5210 


30 Years as an ARRL Chartered Club! On April 
16th, 1997 the MARC Club will have been an— 
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ARRL Chartered Club for 30 years! How time 
flies! It all began with four hams sitting in a local 
sandwich shop in the fall of 1966. By spring 1967 
they filed with the ARRL for charter. 30 years 
later, we have grown to a 300+ member club with 
a variety of technical, social, training, and special 
events. 


We are planning a formal affair on April 16 to 
celebrate our 30th anniversary. Club members 
Should stay tuned to our email distribution, 
newsletter, and our Sunday Net at 7:30 PM for 
additional details. More to follow. 


MARC has a new call! 


After years of finding excuses for using short 
callsigns for Field Day and other MARC Special 
Event activities, the club callsign WA3EWJ was 
simply too long. The club voted to adopt a new 
callsign as the second gate opened for vanity 
callsigns. We were successful in obtaining KV3B 
which belonged to John Yonkins <SK> who was a 
VERY active member in the MARC club for as 
long as anyone can remember. John was taken 
from us in his sleep four years ago. Now that we 


have is callsign, he will never be forgotten. We 


will have a follow-up article in the MARC 


newsletter with photographs. 


New Officers and Directors for 1997 


~The November 1996 election process yielded 


a new slate of officers taking office in December. 
I would like to welcome the following: 


President - Al Rabassa, NW2M 
Vice President - Ron Rubin, N3KQY 
Treasurer - Bob Oakley, KD3M 
Secretary - Laura Galiszuski N3 VOL 
Repeater Trustee - Jeff Horlick, KZ3F 
Board of Directors: 
Bruce Shanks, N8XTX 
Claudia Shanks, N8SZOT 
Jeff Poretsky, N3TOP 
Eric Reinhold, N3NFS 
Howard Gordon, W3CQH 
Harry Goldman, N3SSR 
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Spring Upgrade Training Class 


We are planning a spring upgrade training class 
to help the Tech and Tech+ work toward a General 
Class License. Lessons will cover the theory and 
code requirements needed for successful 
completion. So bring your notebook and a good 
ear. This has been a high-interest request from our 
membership, Stay tuned to 146.955!!! 


73 for now. Al, NW2M 


a Mount Vernon 
Z...... Amateur Radio 
“8 Club 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
7:30 p.m. (except December) Mt. Vernon 
Governmental Center, 2511 Parker’s Lane, 
Alexandria, VA 22308. 


Nets: Every Tuesday at 8:30 p.m. Starts on 2 
meters then moves to 10 meters on 28.405 
MHz. 


Repeater: WD4PDP 146.055 input / 146.655 
output. 

Mailing: Mt. Vernon Amateur Radio 
Club(MVARC) c/o Joe Salemi KR4CZ, 
P.O.Box 7234,Alexandria, VA 22307. 
Information: Chuck W3HSW, 703-660-6623. 


Just before Christmas, K8EI, Loyd (with one 
“L”), passed through town for several days and 
talked to about half dozen people on the repeater. 
In addition to updates on what’s been happening 
in Utah, he offered suggestions for possible 
correction of the elusive noise problem. He also 
mentioned that repeater operation out west is a little 
different than here, with a heavy use of PL tones. 
Older rigs can’t always get into a machine. 
Consider that if you’re going to use your rig out 
west. 


An MVARC team headed by Vince, KE4SKW, 
prepared to support the Santa net, allowing children 


Page 43 


at Alexandria Hospital to speak to Santa from the 
hospital. Fortunately, all of the children were able 
to go home for the holidays, and while their 
departure was a mild setback for the net members, 
it was a much better Christmas for the kids. Santa’s 
helpers will be ready next year. 


After the December breakfast, several 
MVARCers held a maintenance party at the 
146.655 repeater site. After scouring his 
neighborhood Jim, WD4PDP, found a ladder of 
suitable length to reach the rather high roof and 
the vertical antenna. 


Special thanks to Steve, WB4EEA, who did 
the rooftop repairs. Other members of the crew 
providing muscle power were Frank,K4EC, Bob, 
KT4TS and Dave, KE4TZ. 


W3HSW provided moral support. The activity 
included removing the old mast and installing a 
temporary replacement, re-working the mast’s 
ground system and doing some minor cleanup on 
the duplexer. Hopefully, these actions should 


eliminate, or at least greatly reduce some of the 


receive problems experienced on the machine. 


By now, another long-time MVARCer has 
moved out of the area. Ron, WA3YY/J, will be 
heading to a new assignment in Jacksonville. 


We all will miss him on the morning and 
evening commuter shows and wish him 73es and 
best of luck with the new bit. 


The Club is making plans to provide its annual 
support to the Chili softball tournament held at Lee 
Park in mid-January. Plans also are being made to 
host a special event operation for the annual George 
Washington birthday celebration at the Mount 
Vernon estate. 


Stop by the station and say hello. Everybody’s 
welcome. See you there. 


73, Chuck, W3HSW 
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National Capital 
ARES Council 


- 


On December 7, 1996, the National Capital 
ARES Council (NCAC), in conjunction with the 
Foundation for Amateur Radio, held its second — 
ARES institute in Fairfax County, Virginia, where 
58 amateur operators viewed exhibits of 
construction projects and “‘go-kits” and received 
training and materials relating to: ARES/RACES 
Organizations. Message Handling. National Traffic © 
System. Net Control Procedures. Skywarn 
Operations. Incident Command System. Packet — 
Station Workshop. Gel Cell Power Supply 
Construction. 


The NCAC is made up of the Emergency ~ 
Coordinators, Assistant Emergency Coordinators 
and interested amateurs from the District of 
Colombia and the surrounding jurisdictions in 
Maryland and Virginia. 


During the 1996 hurricane season, NCAC ~ 
operators monitored east coast HF hurricane and 
emergency nets. Any information of value relating — 
to hurricane activity received over these nets was © 
then forwarded immediately by the NCAC 
operators to function managers working in the 
American Red Cross Disaster Operations Center 
in Falls Church, Virginia, via the internet or two- 
meter packet stations located in each of the — 
monitor’s homes. 


While a few NCAC operators, using the NCAC 
callsign K4ARC, staffed the Red Cross Disaster 
Operations Center radio room during the 


hurricanes, the actual monitoring of the HF nets 


was done by individual NCAC operators in their 
homes. Use of the internet and two-meter packet — 
radio net allowed these monitoring operators to use b 
their own HF radio stations to provide a much 

needed service to the Red Cross from their own , 
homes. . 
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Prince George's 
Wireless 
Association 


|) Meetings: First working Tuesday of each 
month, 7:30 PM; American Red Cross bldg., 
6206 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, MD 20782. 

_ Club Station: K3CEZ 

Mailing: 4109 Kennedy St., Hyattsville, MD 
20781 thot 
Information: Frank Holton - WA3ZMW 

(301) 927-1245 © 


-- PGWA held it’s regular meeting on Tuesday, 
December 3, 1996 in a festive setting celebrating 
the Holiday season: 


Frank, WA3ZMW opened the meeting and 
thanked everyone for attending. A brief business 
discussion followed with previous minutes and 
treasurer’s report. 


A table was set with a Christmas designed table 
cover with plates of delectable refreshments. 


We found a rather surprising gift from Santa 
Claus, none other than Frank, WA3ZMW. Frank, 
his daughter and grandson gave our radio club, a 
486 tower type, computer, monitor, keyboard and 

_ software. Thank you Santa, 


I would like to mention that Frank, WA3ZMW, 
President of PGWA celebrated his 90th Birthday 
b on Sunday, December 8, 1996. Frank we hope to 
q help you celebrate your 100th. Thanks for all you 
. Go. 7 


‘73s from Ken Easton N3HLY 


Reminder - all submissions for 


ny 


are due no later than 
the Ist of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 


Oe Oa 
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Shenandoah 
Valley Amateur 
Radio Club 


BHENANDOAM VALLEY 
AMATEUR RADIO OUD Ino, 


Meetings: First and Third Friday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 
Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia. 


Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out. 

Net: Shenandoah Valley. Emergency Net 
(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604. 
President: Fred Wetzel (W4KRT). 

Info: Irvin Barb, W4DHU, 955-1745. 
Internet home page: http://www.w3ic.com/ 
inet/svarc. 


The SVARC and the Shenandoah Area Council 
Boy Scouts of America participated in the 39th 
Jamboree-on-the-air on Saturday October 19. 1996. 
324 Scouts and their leaders and 11 club members, 
Fred W4KRT, Ed KE4SRB, Brent WB3KY/J, 
Adam KB8UUE, Don N4UB, Lin KE4UFJ, John 
KC4YMR, Guy W4PSJ, John N4MM, Dave 
KB4SQX, and Wayne KE4PMS spent a cold and 
windy day making contact. The SVARC set up 
antennas on Friday afternoon along with a shelter, 
but a storm came through that evening taking down 
tents, shelter, and some antennas. So come 
Saturday morning we reconstructed a shelter and 
put the antennas back in place and connected all 
the radios. The scouts held their activities from 
12:30 to 16:30 and were very excited to talk on 
the radio to other scouts. 


On Friday December 20th the SVARC held our 
annual Christmas party with 65 members and 
guests in our club house to have a meal, punch, 
door prizes and good fellowship. The great event 
was organized by Jane, KD4IET. 


On Monday, nights after our SVEN net on 
146.820, Lin KE4UF]J is operating a swap net at 


about 19:30. Everyone is welcome to join in. 


73 de KE4PMS, Wayne 
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Southern 
Maryland 
Amateur Radio 


Club 


Meetings: 2nd Friday of each month at 1930 
ET at the PG County Police, Clinton Station, 
6707 Groverton Drive, Clinton, Maryland. 

Nets: Tuesday at 2000 on 147.15+ Repeater; 
at 2000 on 1.865 (+/-QRM); 


Wednesday 
Thursday at 2000 on 28.447 USB. 


Repeater: WA3YUV/R 147.154, 
Brandywine, Md. Autopatch to 911. 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 273, Cheltenham, 
Md, 20623 

Information: Vic (WA3YUV) & Linda 
(KA3 VND), (301) 888-1388. 

Internet: http://www.iscanit.com/smarc 


By now most of our resolutions for the new 


year should be history. With that behind us we are ° 


free to enjoy our lives as before. There is one 
resolution that I will certainly keep after my 
experiences described last month — not driving 
behind any vehicle I can’t see around or through. 
SMARC hopes that the new year has been kind to 
you so far. 


Some unfinished business comes from the past 
holiday season. The SMARC Christmas party was 
areal success. It was a great affair with a wonderful 
opportunity to put a face to those voices on the 
repeater. 


Dave, KE3ID, did a fantastic job as the emcee, 
assisted by Vic, WA3 YUV. The new club officers 
were introduced and awards of recognition were 
presented. I still wonder the state of the minds of 
those who think up such awards as the “Accident 
of the Year”. 


As I mentioned last month, the highlight of the 
awards was the presentation of a certificate and a 
lifetime SMARC membership to Al, W2GJS, as 
the “SMARC Ham of the Year’. The Indian givers 
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gift'exchange was a real scream. There were quite 
a number of popcorn containers which couldn’ tbe 
exchanged. No one wanted to take that toilet bank 
either, I can’t imagine why not. fe 


Our members skills were also dcmansital ay | 
with the line dancing lessons. The Macarania was 
a real hit, although we are still trying to figure out 
the steps that Lou, KB6IC, was doing before Vic 
interceded. Our thanks go to Ken, KA3POX, for. 
supplying the music and PA, system, it worked 
great. I believe that everyone had a great time, I 
know that my family and | did. We are certainly — 
planning to go to this year’s, which is only 10 


Once again this year we prepared for our CQ 
Santa program which involved our members . 
visiting local hospital children’s wards to. bring 
them gifts and allow them to talk with Santa over 
a special radio link. Fortunately we did not have 
to visit any of the hospitals since they had 
discharged all of the children. of 


Our radio link to Santa was reestablished the _ 
evening of December 23rd when he appeared on : 
the radio for all the kids. He was having problems 
with the reindeer but was able to manage to speak 
to anumber of the children listening. We know he 
was the original since he knew about an incident — 
where one of the kids apparently didn’t remember 
where he was using a garage door as a backstop 
for street hockey, leaving quite a number of dents 
in the aluminum. Boy was he shocked. Santa 
showed how resourceful he is when he switched 
to simplex when the repeater went off for some 
mysterious reason. It was a great opportuni to 
speak with the jollyr man himself. . nics 


And that : the big news ene southern 
Maryland. Don’t forget to join us for the monthly 
ion meeting at the Police Station. Enjoy the 

“nice” weather, be careful, a we will, see you 
again next month. ‘ + Veh cee 
73, Greg - WA3FSC 

SMARC PIO 
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St. Mary's County 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meetings: Fourth Thursday of each month, 
7:30 PM, at the Lexington Park library. 
Repeater: K3HKI (146.64 MHz) 
Packet: K3HKI.4SOMD.MD.USA.NOAM 
(145.75/145.01/223.58/440.975 MHz) 
‘Lunch Bunch: Every Friday, listen on the 

146.64 MHz repeater between 10-11:30 AM 
to find out where to meet. 

Nets: - “St. Mary’s ARES”, every Monday at 
8:00 PM on 146.64 MHz - “Bottom County”, 
every Wednesday at 8:00 PM on 146.64 MHz. 

| Address: SMCARA, P.O. Box: 743, 
California, Maryland 20619. 

Newsletters: Complimentary copies are 

available at local Radio Shack stores. 


The new year brings another round of Public 
Service events, Ham Fests, Nets and other 
opportunities to get involved with Amateur Radio. 


The Saint Mary’s County Amateur Radio 
Association has plans to continue with the 
activities, participation and technical presentations 


- that has made it one of the finest clubs in the area. 


With the return of a strong set of Officers and the 
continued support of an active membership, 1997 
will be a good year. 


Many kudos go to Al, KJ3E for his efforts to 
~ establish a group of accomplished traffic handlers 

_ in St. Mary’s County. The ARES group under the 
leadership of BJ N3RVX, is very active and 
conducts NTS training each Monday Night on the 
SMN. Thanks to John KB3AMO for his yeoman 
duty as NTS training officer. : 


‘Hope to see all of you this year at some the 
many events happening here in the MDC section. 


73 de Mark KE30X 
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Amateur Radio 
Club 


Meetings: 8:00 P.M. - Third Monday of the 
month except July and August at Sterling 
Community Center Annex, Church Rd. (Rt. 
625) near Route 28, Sterling, VA. 

Mailing: Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167. 
Information: Bill Lorentz, KS4II, 703-444- 
6341 or via email KS4IT@ AOL.com. 


The club was presented a certificate at the 
December meeting recognizing SPARC, for 25 
years of affiliation with ARRL. The certificate was 
presented on behalf of the League by ARRL 
Roanoke Division Director John Kanode, N4MM, 
to current club president Bill Lorentz, KS4II. This 
was quite an accomplishment for the club and I 
would like to thank all current and former members 
for keeping SPARC an active and friendly 
organization. 


John Kanode, N4MM, ARRL Roanoke 
Division Director spoke to the club about the 
challenges facing Amateur Radio in 1997 and to 
insure that nothing was missed John brought along 
Dennis Bodson, W4PWF, ARRL Roanoke 
Division Vice Director. All in attendance were 
interested in hearing the views from the League 
on several of the current issues such as: morse code, 
antenna restrictions and LEO satellites. SPARC 
enjoyed having John and Dennis at the meeting 
and we invite them to attend any time they can. 
The 1997 Virginia QSO Party Contest will be held 
March 15-17,1997. Additional information will 
be in the March issue of several publications or 
may be obtained from the Contest Committee at 
Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167, or via email to 
KS4II@aol.com. 


John Foote, KR4GL, is leading an effort to set 
up a 2m Packet and an HF station for the 8th grade 
Science Class at Farmwell Middle School in 
Ashburn, Virginia. Bill South, N4WJN, is 
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providing John with the portable packet equipment 
for this effort. The station is set to go on the air in 
early February and anyone interested in helping 
out should contact John at 703-404-0130. 


Red Free, N3TG, the Trustee for the Club Call 
reports that we have received our new call sign 
under the “vanity” program. KE4ZGC was 
replaced by K4NVA just in time for Christmas. 
Thanks to all the work that Red and Forrest Snyder, 
N4UTY, did to upgrade our club call. 


73 Bill, KS41 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


= 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
normally meets the last Monday of each 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of 
the Prince George’s County Emergency 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- 
in on 147.18. 

Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- 
1022 for all correspondence. , 
Web Page: HTTP://WWW.T-MARC.ORG. 
Information: President - Owen Wormser 
K6LEW (703)684-7682 CC Chairman - Bill 
Conaway W8HNT, Pager (703)741-4251. 
Ombudsman - Jim Erickson K3LFO (410)549- 
1041, K3LFO@APEXGRP.COM. 


December was a busy month for our 
coordinating committee, with many repeater up- 
date forms being received to be entered into our 
database. This. was then sent to the ARRL for the 
new ARRL Repeater Directory which should be 
released in about mid-April. 


Along with the up-date forms we received, we 
also received a repeater registration form torn from 
the back of an ARRL Repeater Directory for an 
un-coordinated repeater in northeastern Maryland. 
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Apparently, the sponsor thinks sending in this form : 
is good enough for his repeater to be considered 


“coordinated’’. It don’t work that way, fellas! He'll 


be disappointed to find that his repeater won’t be 
listed in the new Directory. ree 


Several new 900 MHz repeaters were 
coordinated to KA4DCS: 907.30/919.30 in Loudon 
Co.; 907.35/919.35 and 907.40/919.40 in Culpeper 
Co.; 907.80/919.80 in Pr. William Co. And 
K6LEW coordinated a new 907.50/919.50 Sat 
on Bull Run Mtn. 


A couple of repeater callsign changes include 
N7BW 145.39 at Hughesville, Md., to W7UH, and 
the Southern Patuxent ARC’s repeaters now sport 
the new club call N3PX. The Dulles Amateur Radio 
Group (formerly known as the Herndon Repeater 
Group) turned in the coordination of their 448.775 
repeater for reuse as they’ re not planning to use it. 
Thanks, guys! The 145.15 machine near 
Martinsburg is down due to a lightening hit, so a3 
month extension was issued to get it back into 
operation. 


The new Open Band Planning Committee 
(OBC) is getting organized and beginning its work. 
We have representatives from many different VHF/ 
UHF user groups, including weak signal and 
moonbounce, satellite and Space Shuttle, packet, 
DXcluster, television, spread-spectrum, and FM 
simplex. ay 


First, we will be looking at the bands as they 
are currently being used, to determine whether the 
existing band plans need to be fixed. If they don’t, 
“we ain’t gonna fix what ain’t broke”’. If it appears 
that an existing band plan needs up-dating, then | 
we'll start researching the optimum way do it ' | 


We want to extend an invitation to ANYONE. 
who has ideas or comments regarding the existing — 


band plans, and/or suggested improvements, to _ 
PLEASE send them to T-MARC by regular mail ae 


or E-mail. Your inputs are VERY important! 


73, Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 


Vienna 


\\ 


“ Wireless 


4 Meeting: 7:30pm second and fourth Fridays 
| of the month at the Vienna Community Center. 
| Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm. on 28.444 
| MHz Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 
28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.085/146.685 
Repeater: K4HTA 146.085 in/146.685 out 
| Information: Paul, AB4CY, (703) 560-2779 

| Mailing: P.O. Box 418 Vienna, VA. 22183 


Winterfest 


Vienna Wireless Society is in the midst of 
planning the big event of our year: Winterfest. The 
usual crews are finishing up the planning and are 
ready for February 23. As usual, Winterfest is held 
at the Vienna Community Center. Hope to see you 
there. 


! Deadline for copy is the Ist of the month preceding the 

publication date. Shack sales will NOT be accepted over 

“the telephone. Full address must be provide for our refer- 

‘ence but need not be published. Each ad must include the 

full name of the advertiser. Each word, abbreviation, model 

| number or group of letter/numbers is counted as one word. 

_ The entire telephone number - including city, state and zip 

| code is counted as only one word. Remittance for all Shack 
Sales must accompany each ad. 


Noncommercial Shack Sale advertising of amateur asso- 

ciated equipment is available to subscribers of Auto Call 

-at3¢ per word - with a $1.00 Minimum. Commercial Ven- 
dors and nonsubscribers rate is 17¢ per word with a $5.50 
minimum. 


a | Special Headings or special spacing may be used (e.g., 
- | one item per line) but such ads are charged at a column 
. _ inch rate - $1.00 per inch for noncommercial ads, $5.50 
er: per inch for commercial vendors and nonsubscribers. 


Commercial vendors should include the ad size and length 
of run (e.g. 1 year, 6 times, etc.) on company letterhead 
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The VWS has new officers for 1997: 


President: Kerry, WA4BQM 
Vice President: Brian, KD4QVT. 
Secretary: Pat, KA4FHK 
Treasurer: Pete, KC4SI 


Mike, AEA4R, has taken on the task of program 
chairman. Jim , WA4LTO, continues to produce 
the RELAY, the club newsletter, 


Repeaters and Nets 


The VWS operates the 146.865 (-) 2 meter and 
the 448.375 (-) 70cm repeaters. You can also check 
out club news and information on the VWS packet 
BBS, K4HTA, on 145.73. The club runs a daily 
net on 10 meters at 28.444MHz at 2100 local time, 
a CW practice net daily at 2030 local time on 
28.390, and the Vienna Emergency net on the 2 
meter repeater at 1930 Wednesdays. 


73, Kerry, WA4BQM 


SHACK SALES & COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 


and it must be signed by the person authorizing payment 
for the ad. Full name and address must be provided with 
each ad but need not be published. Payment should be in- 
cluded when the ad is submitted for publication. No ads 
will be accepted over the telephone. Since no effort is made 
to investigate advertisers, no warranty can be implied. 


DISPLAY ADS are “Boxed” and may contain artwork or 
photographs. Requests for specific placement in the maga- 
zine will be honored if practical but cannot be guaranteed. 
Display ads are charges according to size as shown below, 
based on camera ready copy. All advertising must be pre- 
paid for at least the current month. 


- Rates Per Issue 


Ad Size 
Full 
1/2 
1/3 


1 Year 
$75.00 

55.00 

40.00 
1/4 33.00 
1/6 22.00 
1/8 17.00 


6 Tlmes 
$90.00 
65.00 
46.00 
38.00 
26.00 
20.00 


3 Tlmes 
$100.00 
71.00 
51.00 
41.00 
28.00 
22.00 


1 Tlme 
$105.00 
75.00 
54.00 
43.00 
30.00 
23.00 
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GxeG ELECTRONICS | 


8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


301-258-7373 
It's Hamfest Time Agai! 


Will you buy used gear from some — 
guy at a hamfest, take it home, 
and find 


It Doesn't Work? 


We've been here for 20 years! 


Gan G ELECTRONICS offers a 14 day 


GUARANTEE 


on all used gear sold at a hamfest or at our store. 
(as-is gear excepted) ; 
If you find our gear does not meet specifications, bring it back ’ 
in the same condition as purchased, and get it repaired ora __ || 


FULL REFUND! 


WE BUY 


Used Electronic Equipment of All Kinds. 
Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. 
Test Equipment, Too! i 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY > 

10:00 AM TO 5:00PM 
= = =o AND BY APPOINTMENT 
areas 


VISA and MasterCard Accepted 


Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equip- 


ment is available to subscribers of Auto-Call at the rate of 

| 5 cents per word with a $2.00 minimum. Commercial 

vendors and non-subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with 

a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 

| spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads 
| will be charged at the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a FAR club 
will be published without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided with each 
ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over 


FOR SALE: Hallicrafters S-120 $30; SX-28 (not 
working) $75; Zenith B600, $100; Bill KC4AUU 
(540) 898-4268. [02/97}. 


FOR SALE: Home in Greenbelt, MD. + ham 
tower. 60 ft. Rohn SSV, self supporting tower 
_ installed to commercial specifications. Mosley 67B 
six-band beam installed on top and: a Hy-Gain 


ve  Tailtwister rotor. 4 br 2 bath brick home in 


immaculate condition. No extra charge for ham 
tower. Call Phyllis Newman (Re/Max 
Professionals) 1-800-435-9001. Priced in the mid 
100’s. (04/97) 


~ FOR SALE: HP handheld multimeter model 


e E2373A, 4-digit & analog display, $45.00. HP AC- 


vacuum tube voltmeter model 400A with spare 
tubes, $25.00. HP attenuator set model 350A, 
$20.00. All test equipment in good to excellent 
condition and include operating manuals. ARRL 
antenna book, $10.00. Various manuals & 
cookbooks e.g., TTL, IC-OP AMP, CMOS, etc. 
$1.00 each. Richard Wallace, K3TND, (301) 384- 
6366. [04/97] ' 


ae 
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the telephone and all ads must be prepaid. Ads that will be 
running for longer than 1 month must be accompanied by. 
a letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. Since no 
effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can 
be implied. Copy MUST be received by the Ist day of the 
month prior to the month of publication.Send all commer- 

cial and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


WANTED: Military tube testers: TV2, TV 7, TV 
10, National HRS receiver with coils, antenna tuner 
300 watt plus Much, Heath Johnson, etc. KWM1 
transceiver call Milt anytime (813) 791-3730. 2042 


Australia Way West, #8 Clearwater, Florida. 34623. 
[02/97] 


FOR SALE: Ten-Tec Titan 425 amplifier, 10-160 
meters. New, never used. $2500. Bill Poole, 


W4VAD, (540) 373-7283, jwp @flstarweb.com. 
[03/97] 


FOR SALE: Regulated 12VDC power supply, 
Radio Shack, 2.5 amps continuous, 5.0 amps surge. 


Excellent condition. $25.00. Also Heathkit phone 


patch, best offer. Jack, W3CBQ, (301) 460-5693. 
[02/97] 


FOR SALE: Quad parts: 10 ft 21D alumn boom 
& mast plate; 5 cast alumn 21" spiders; 8 each 13 
foot fiberglass arms; 4 each 6 foot 2 inch fiberglass 
arms; 4 each 44 inch fiberglass arms; 4 each 46 
inch fiberglass arms. $100 for lot. Bob K4JN. (703) 
560-7161. [02/97] 
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FOR SALE: 45' Vesto tower. You take down, 
$150.00. Leo Young (301) 248-2699. 


WANTED: Apple I microcomputer for museum, 
KK4WW. (540) 231-6478 / 763-2321. [06/97] 


FOR SALE: SGC Smart Power Cube, 500 watt 
amplifier with fuse and 2 PS-50 power supplies, 
$1500. AEA Isoloop 10-30 antenna with IT-1 
Isotuner, $350.00. (703) 938-1329. [03/97] 


FOR SALE: Bencher BY-1 iambic paddle, $25.00. — 


SST compact sealed dummy load 1-225 MHz, 
$25.00. Kenwood R-1000 HF receiver, has PLL 
problem, make offer. Bennett, KCSCW, (703) 553- 
8248, bkobb @nova.org. 


FOR SALE: Estate: Kenwood TS520S transceiver 
in pristine condition. Phone patch, BC348P 
receiver, Heath Signal Generator, Heath VT VM, 
$350.00 takes all. (703) 690-1568. 


FOR SALE: 4 bedroom 2 and one half bath all 
brick split foyer home in Annandale Virginia, 
convenient to the beltway. Home comes complete 
with 48 foot Rohn HBDX48 tower with antennas 
for all amateur bands from’160-2 meters including 
triband beam for 20/15/10 meters. Sale Price 
$197,500.00. Address 7707 Heritage Drive, 
Annandale VA 22003. For more info telephone 
Chris Ramsay N4YE at (703) 256-8087. (2/97) 


QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND DXCC 
CHECKED LOCALLY! 


QSLS FOR ARRL WAS AND DXCC 
AWARDS CAN BE CHECKED LOCALLY, 
USUALLY ON A WHILE-U-WAIT BASIS. 
CONTACT K3BEQ 301-773-5730 FOR 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY TO DXCC AWARDS. SORRY, NO 
MAIL-INS. 


73 Murray (K3BEQ) 
mgreen @erols.com 
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NORMS ROTORSERVICE 
5263 Agro Drive - 
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301)874-5885 


We Rebuild Rotors 

Plus: 

- Rebuilt Rotors for Sale - Parts for U.S. Built Rotors]: 
- We Buy Used U.S. Rotors/Controls for CASH! 


NORM JEWELER K3LYW 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- - 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Jay Kiessling, — 
Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club, P.O. Box. 
67, Upperco, MD 21155. (410) 239-1818. 
[SWP] 


~ MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby - 
Second Printing 
Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES | 
P.O. Box 81 . 
Washington, D.C. 20044 — 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 


- With $5.00 for S & H ack 
[07/97] 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE | 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
_ of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, WOMOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 
Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. [SWP] }| 
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The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND COAX” 


re: 

reel eee 
RIGHT ANGLE ADAPTER 
uG-3068/u pani ees 


= oi 
| 


748% 
U2 UGsiau Row-A€Y 201 
1 
. 
cy | 1000 


UG-290/0 MK-3670 


RECEPTACLE * 
UG-58A0 


UG-295/U WITH UG) S70 
REOUCING ADAPTER 


RECEPTACLE 
UG-296/U SO0-239 


RIGHT ANGLE ADAPTER yer 
Les io uG 2360 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 280 


JWO SERVICES 


Discounts on All! 

ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, WSYI, CQ, G. WEST, etc.Ham related books; software and video tapes — all ata 
discount!INSTRUCTORS, order all of your needs from JWO SERVICES Now You're Talking by ARRL (List $19) 1-9 
$16.85; 10-up $15.75.No Code Tech Plus by Gordon West (List $9.95) 1-9 $9.15; 10-up $8.55Code Tapes-Code Keys- 
Oscillators-Instructor Guides-all class needs with one call!1996-1997 ARRL REPEATER DIRECTORY. (List $8.00). Only 
$7.30. 10-up $6.80.1996-1997 REPEATER MAPBOOK by ArtSci. (List $10.00). Only $9.15. 10-up $8.55.1996 ARRL 
HANDBOOK (List $38) Special price while they last. Only $25.00!1997 ARRL HANDBOOK, (List $38) 1-9, Only $34.50. 
Call for larger quantity discount.1997 CALLBOOK CD-ROM Includes both North American and International listings plus 
much more! (List $50.00) Only $39.00 1997 CALLBOOK, INTERNATIONAL (List $39) Only $31.50. Call for special 
quantity discounts.1997 CALLBOOK, NORTH AMERICAN (List $39) Only $31.50. Call for special quantity discounts.Buy 
both Callbooks and save! Both CALLBOOKS only $60.00!New! ANTENNAS CD ROM. 2,000 files cover 50 different 
antennas; analysis programs, design tools, etc. (List 39.95) Only $36.00.New! QRZ! HAM RADIO CD ROM call listing. 
Very popular and easy to use! (List $29.95) Only $18.00New! ANTENNA COMPENDIUM 5 (ARRL) (List $20) Only 
$18.25.1997 Ham Radio Calendar-15 months with full color pictures of super stations (CQ) (List $10) Only $9.15.1997 
Classic Ham Calendar - 15 months with full color pictures of classic ham radio equipment. (CQ) (List $10) Only $9.15. Are 
you on Internet? Got any questions? Leave a message for John, W3IS at Internet address johnw3is @redrose.net. 


JWO SERVICES 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus shipping. 
Excellent prices on study guides for clubs John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
and classes! 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 


JWO SERVICES Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Worldwide Shipments. 
Our 10th year of excellent service a. ) 
around the world! 
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Auto Call Production Policy 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 


missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 

~ cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Auto Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen @ aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet” johnqueen @aol.com”’ 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen @ aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen @aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 
will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 
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BENERNIS FOR VOU... 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 


P yescnsH APPLICATION 5 OD 
' eet ee erate eek. Ome ner bs ee. | Call: 
} Address: 


I City: State: Zip: 


y $31 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify 
for special rates, write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance 

| for membership. 


y Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 
i Signature: Expires: 


I an a a es eats uate! dames toe ami ew pmesceey ums mal tom ll 


Atlantic Division Director . ° Roanoke Division Director 
Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League Jon Kanade, NAMM 


5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. Rt. 1, Box73-A 
Paoli, PA 19301 Boyce, VA22620 
Phone: (610) 993-9623 Newington, CT. 06111 USA Phone: (703)837-1340 


~ 


Magazine Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription to Auto-Call: ea New ee Renewal leit 


For a year aa 2 years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied to your subscription), 


PIGGY nk Seem ena ss Gotu) bree Me Bee dng. | Coll: 
Address: 
Gily que ale la no ee a et State: Zip: 
Make check payable to the Foundation P.O. Box 7612 
For Amateur Radio and mail form tos = FOS UCN VA 
Ef ahi kath ta “99040-7612 


Saturda 


T 
HAPPY VALENTINE'’S DAY! Green Mn. 


¥ WN tiet ce MD OPab ene Y Viger 
ntietam 3 
Een PGWA HEMARC | Mid-Atlantic } So. Maryland | North Point 
Exp Post Mt. Vernon Alexandria 
10 T]teisure | 12, oc 15 
F. ' ; 
Carroll Co. Pasi Goddard |Anne Arundel | Shenandoah Som enteil! 
| Woodbridge | Montgomery 
17 


18 19 20 21 22 
OVHA Antietam Moose MADRAS Central MD 
Sterling Park Arlington Exp Post St. Mary's Vienna 
Laurel 


23 24 25 26 27 


Adventist | GreenMtn. | Columbia | Carroll Co. 
. T-MARC 


a Nonprofit Organization 
ij Crap: a U.S. Postage Paid 
: ST ae tS ee Arlington, VA 22210 
Permit #757 
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P.O. Box 7612 
Falls Church, VA 
22040-7612 
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ALFRED A LAUN Ill K3ZO 
Po Box 97 
Temple Hills , MD 20757-0097 


Address Correction Requested 


